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LRT line 
takes its 
first step 
south 


JAKE TROUGHTON 
Senior News Editor 


The LRT took a major step last week 
as the new Health Sciences Station 
opened across from the University 
Hospital, but the latest trip is far from 
finished. 

The new station, which was offi- 
cially opened last week when a train 
full of dignitaries burst through a 
banner and the ETS Pipe and Drum 
Band led a procession through the sta- 
tion, is only 600m from the existing 
University Station, but its significance 
goes far beyond the short distance 
travelled. The station brings the LRT 
line above ground, allowing the line 
to be extended south in the future 
much more affordably. 


“This station represents 
a benchmark step 
in our plans to fast- 
track the south leg 
of the system, which 
will make the LRT an 
attractive travel option 
to tens of thousands 
more Edmontonians.” 


MAYOR STEPHEN MANDEL 


The $108 million dollar project 
took nearly a year and a half to com- 
plete, and the City of Edmonton had 
to upgrade the brakes on the LRT 
trains to accommodate the six per 
cent grade of the track between the 
two stations. 

“This station represents a bench- 
mark step in our plans to fast-track 
the south leg of the system, which 
will make the LRT an attractive travel 
option to tens of thousands more 
Edmontonians,” said Mayor Stephen 
Mandel. 

Work has already begun on the next 
stage of LRT expansion, which will 
bring the line to Foote Field and the 
U of A’s south campus by 2008. It will 
then extend to Southgate and Century 
Park (the former site of Heritage Mall) 
by 2009. According to Mandel, while 
that’s the end of specific plans for LRT 
expansion at this point, there will 
likely be further expansion at a later 
date. 


FIGHT, FOR THE RIGHT, TO REPRESENT CONSTITUENTS The candidates to be Edmonton-Strathcona’s MP took to the Myer Horowitz stage last night for a 


os ‘ NS 


KATIETWEEDIE 


debate. The Gateway will be conducting interviews with each of the candidates over the next three issues; the first two run today on pages 5 and 6. 


Travel Cuts suit set 


for trial—finally 


COSANNA PRESTON 
News Staff 


After ten years of legal negotiations, 
two trial postponements and ongo- 
ing attempts to settle out of court, the 
U of A Students’ Union and Canadian 
Federation of Students-Services will 
finally face a judge this winter to settle 
the ownership of Travel Cuts. 

The trial, set to begin 8 February 
2006, will be the beginning of the 
end for the ongoing lawsuit. Ten years 
ago, the SU joined a lawsuit against 
Canadian Federation of Students— 
Services (CFS-S), the programs divi- 
sion of the Canadian Federation of 
Students, a national representation 
organization. The lawsuit, originally 
filed by the University of Western 
Ontario’s Students’ Council (USC) in 
1996, accused CFS-S of illegally trans- 
ferring assets from the now dormant 
Association of Student Councils— 
Canada (AOSC), which the plaintiffs 
were members of, to CFS-S during its 
1987 succession process. Travel Cuts, 
the student travel company, was one 
of those assets, and the plaintiffs want 
to see the full benefits of the company, 
including free International Student 
Identity Cards (ISIC), given to all 
undergraduate student associations 
across Canada, whether they are part 
of CFS-S or not. 


“Tm cautiously optimistic ... that 
the case will go in our favour and our 
students will finally see some justice,” 
said Ryan Dunn, president of the USC. 

CFS-S is equally restless for a resolu- 
tion, and like Dunn, Philip Link, the 
director of services with CFS-S, felt 
confident in the case. 

“People are anxious to see this 
finally resolved,” said Link. 

The trial was initially set for 
September 2003, but was postponed 
twice due to a conflicting engage- 
ment with the plaintiff's lawyer, John 
McNair. He was appointed to the Anti- 
Crime and Corruption Unit in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina and the extension of his 
appointment abroad triggered the 
second postponement. But with senior 
lawyer Mavis Butkiss working on 
the case in his absence, the students’ 
unions haven't lost step. According 
to U of A Students’ Union Business 
Manager Bill Smith, Butkiss has made 
them more prepared than ever. 

“She is a very dynamic woman, and 
has advanced the case quite consid- 
erably, so it’s heading close to being 
ready for trial,” said Smith. 

But Link wasn’t convinced by the 
SU’s confidence, and maintained that 
the transfer was a decision by the 
majority of the AOSC members during 
the transition process. 

PLEASE SEE TRAVEL CUTS * PAGE 3 


New site makes selling 
used textbooks easier 


CHLOE FEDIO 
Deputy News Editor 


The beginning of the semester is usu- 
ally accompanied by groans from 
waiting in line at the bookstore, but a 
new Students’ Union service is making 
buying and selling textbooks easier 
with just the click of a mouse. 

Xbook, a new online source for 
textbooks, is a campus-based host for 
students to sell their old textbooks at a 
price they set themselves and buy used 
ones from other students who have 
posted them on the site. 

SU Science Councilor Steve Kirkham 
created the service as a project for 
Computer Science 410 last semester. 

“T look at it as a solution for students 
that are basically too lazy to go to the 
bookstore and get cash back, or go to 
SUBtitles and have their books tied up 
for a year. It’s kind of an end-all choice 
for those students that have piles and 
piles of books just sitting there in 
their closets and have not sold them,” 
Kirkham said. 

SUBtitles buys back particular text- 
books for up to 50 per cent of their 
original price or puts books on con- 
signament for a minimum of one 
calendar year, taking 25 per cent of 
the commission if the book is sold. 
Alternatively, Xbook recommends a 
competitive price for each textbook 
and the profits go entirely to the 


students. 

The site is specifically designed for 
U of A students, but if the project goes 
well, Kirkham hopes to expand its 
use to other postsecondary institution 
across Canada. He explained that the 
idea sprung from the variety of post- 
ers students tack around campus in an 
effort to sell their books. 


“1 look at it as a solution 
for students that are 
basically too lazy to go 
to the bookstore and 
get cash back, or go 
to SUBtitles and have 
their books tied up for 
a year.” 

STEVE KIRKHAM 


“Tt provides an easier alternative for 
students that go around and put up 
posters around classrooms. ... It’s an 
electronic, high-tech version of that,” 
Kirkham said. 

Xbook provides new and used 
prices from Amazon, Chapters, the 
Bookstore, and SUBtitles, allow- 
ing busy students to compare prices 
online. 


SEE MBOOK + PAGE 
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COUNCL 
FORUM 


Compiled by Ross Prusaskowski 


Students’ Council meets every second 
Tuesday in the Council Chambers in 
University Hall at 6pm. Council meetings 
are open to all students. The next meet- 
ing will be held on Tuesday, 24 January. 


With students filing back from their 
winter break to a fresh semester of 
classes, Students’ Council returned to 
nearly the same agenda it was left with 
before Christmas. If nothing else, the 
order paper was an effective illustration 
of the legislative backlog that was caused 
by the torrent of petition questions 
during the fall semester. However, with 
the window to get a question placed on 
the ballot in time for the March general 
election closing, Council entered the 
meeting with high hopes that it would 
finally be able to turn its attention to 
previously deferred bills and finally get 
something done. 


WHERE’S THE WEB BOARD AT? 

First though, Council made question 
period a special order to ensure that it 
would be reached for the first time since 
November. While this allowed councilors 


to get an update on various initiatives, 
there were a few pointed questions 
directed at the members of the execu- 
tive committee. First, Science Councilor 
Stephen Kirkham demanded to know 
why a new version of the SU webboard 
still hadn’t been brought online even 
though it was supposed to have been up 
more than eight months ago. This ques- 
tion was answered by Vice-President 
(Operations and Finance) Jason Tobias, 
who noted that the delay was due to 
the executive waiting for a legal opinion 
on the concept of the web board before 
proceeding. Tobias explained that the 
opinion arrived in the last week and that 
the SU was going to examine it before 
undertaking any further actions to 
initiate a new web board. 


WHERE'S THE PRESIDENT AT? 

The other pointed question came from 
Arts Councilor Michelle Kelly who, after 
noting that President Graham Lettner 
has missed a substantial number of 
Council meetings—including one 
where he allegedly went to an intramu- 
ral basketball game instead—asked for 
an explanation. Lettner responded by 
saying that he believed he missed most 
of the meetings as a result of official SU 
business. He continued that he went to 
the basketball game instead of Council 
because he made a personal choice 
and had confidence in the executive 
committee to answer questions on his 


behalf. 


WORDS, WORDS, WORDS 

Hopes of getting through the legisla- 
tion on the agenda were almost dashed 
when Council got bogged down on the 
question of wording on a bill that would 
clearly define the responsibilities of 
Students’ Council. The half-hour discus- 
sion on the meaning of words like “gov- 
ernance” led Tobias to grow frustrated 
with opposition to the bill based on 
this issue. It seems he struck a chord, as 
Council voted by a fair margin to codify 
its responsibilities and subservience to 
federal and provincial law, ending the 
heated debate. 


UN-DEDICATE THAT! 

Council kept its legislative train roll- 
ing by approving a bill that ended the 
collection of the $0.68 per term dedi- 
cated fee for the Student Involvement 
Endowment fund. It reached this deci- 
sion after learning from Tobias that the 
Fund’s endowment had become large 
enough for it to become self-sustaining. 
However, councilors did strike a proposal 
to cease the collection of the Eugene L 
Brody fund from the same piece of leg- 
islation because of the small size of the 
fee ($0.50 per term) and its goal (dona- 
tions to charitable organizations). In the 
spirit of giving, Council also gave first 
reading to a bill that would increase the 
election funding for candidates running 


for Students’ Council. 

After that, Council examined three 
bills on second reading and passed two 
of them, while referring one, on the 
legitimacy of Council members to hold 
their office, back to the bylaw commit- 
tee. This was because Council felt the 
bill didn’t reflect the principles they had 
passed at first reading and it needed to 
be clarified. 


BACK TO THE BEER 

That left only yet another consideration 
of a petition question regarding beer 
sales on the agenda—for the fourth 
time. The reconsideration was the result 
of a DIE Board appeal of Council’s previ- 
ous decision to reject the petition ques- 
tion that called for the sale of all pints 
for $2 on the grounds that it violated 
common law principles. DIE Board found 
that these grounds weren't reasons to 
reject the petition and ordered that it be 
reconsidered. However, since that deci- 
sion, Council had changed the bylaws 
to include these principles—a remedy 
suggested in DIE board’s report—and 
the petition was ruled out of order once 
again. 


COUNCIL NOTES 

+ For the third meeting in a row, a pre- 
sentation from SU GM Bill Smith on the 
Travel Cuts law suit (see story on page 
1) was deferred because he was out of 
town on business. 


Rachel Yeung 
Phys Ed II 


Who's the person for Conservatives, 
Stephen Harper? I’d date him, because 
'm totally religious, so I’m completely up 
for not approving of gays getting mar- 
ried in Church. We would go have dinner 
at Fiore’s, then we would go skating at 
Hawrelak Park. 


STREETERS 


With election day around the corner on 23 January, voters will go to the polls and pick a leader to 
represent Canada, here at home and on the international stage. 


But on a lighter note, which federal leader would you rather date? 


Amanda 
Langhorn 
Arts Il 


| pick Jack Layton because of his sexy 
‘stache. We would go see March of the 
Penguins, then go out for dinner and 
if things went well, he could whisk me 
away on his private jet. 


Stacey Martin 
Arts Ill 


| would go on a date with Stephen 
Harper and we would go to a French 
restaurant. I'd try to get him to order in 
French. | would ask him what he would 
do for postsecondary education. 


Compiled and photographed by Robin Collum and Weiyang Liu 


Julie Beck 
Education lll 


| would go on a date with Paul Martin. 
He would pay for the date with all the 
money he’s stolen from the taxpayers. 
We would go to Europe on a cruise ship. 
We would take this cruise ship of all the 
taxpayers’ money, and I’d drink for all of 
you. 


8101 - 103 St. 
Whyte Ave 
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Mayor urges increased transit use 


LRT * CONTINUED f 
“We'll be having this complete by 


SATE 4 
APACE 4 


2009, on time and on budget,” said 
Mandel. “From there, we'll continue 
moving the LRT as new studies and 
recent information tell us where it 
needs to go.” 

“This new station brings great ben- 
efits to the University of Alberta stu- 
dents and staff, and Iam delighted that 
the expansion of service occurs here 
and helps bring the community to 
our campus,” added U of A President 
Indira Samarasekera. 

Edmonton Castle Downs MLA 
Thomas Lukaszuk, on hand represent- 
ing the provincial government, which 
contributed the bulk of the station’s 
funding, referenced Mandel’s search for 
a new slogan for Edmonton, and said 
the opening of the station fit in with a 
theme of development in the city. 

“When I look around at the skyline, 
and the cranes over there, the new 
station here, the art galleries, I think 
it would be fair to call Edmonton the 
‘Renaissance City, because it really 
is going through a renaissance,” 
Lukaszuk said. 

In response, Mandel joked that, “I 


en es 


Health S@ighogi : 


MATT FREHNER 


BIRTH OF A STATION The new Health Sciences Station opened last week. 


can't spell renaissance, so it could be 
a problem.” 

On amore serious note, he said the 
new station is a step toward making 
public transit more attractive to com- 
muters, and he hopes more people 
will take advantage of it, though he 
admitted he drives to work himself, 
adding that he’d use the LRT more if 
he lived near the line. 


“Transit is only as good as those 
who finally get on the bloody thing, 
so I encourage Edmontonians to get 
on the transit; use buses, use the LRT, 
so we get ridership up so we can spend 
more and more,” he said. “If we don’t 
use it, it makes it difficult to fund. So 
remember how important it is to the 
environment and our city, and get out 
of your cars and onto our buses.” 


Travel Cuts settlement offers rejected 


AUCTION ¢ CONTINUED FROM PACE + 

“We still feel strongly, and are confi- 
dent that what happened with respect 
to the transfer was what was supposed 
to happen, that this is what the vast 
majority of members of the [AOSC] 
wanted,” said Link, suggesting the 
associations that disagreed with the 
transfer were a very small portion. 

“That small minority shouldn't have 
the right to overturn what was a dem- 
ocratic decision.” 

The plaintiffs contest this claim 
and have suggested that proper pro- 
cedure was not followed with regards 
to voting and meeting notification. 
While Link has attributed many of 


these contests to lapses in institutional 
memory at the universities, Smith 
remains ardent that the students’ 
unions are simply looking out for the 
best interests of their constituents. 

“Tt has always been the feeling that 
this needs to be resolved not for politi- 
cal reasons, but because the schools 
felt they’d been wronged by the pro- 
cess,” said Smith, emphasizing that no 
one was eager to go to trial but that 
alternatives hadn't been successful. 

“[The students’ unions’ presidents] 
have floated options of settling out of 
court which appeared to have fallen 
on deaf ears, so court is going to 
resolve it.” 


Link argued that the settlement 
offers were so unreasonable that 
they did not warrant a response. 
Unfortunately, he was unable to go 
into detail due to legal restrictions. 

Still, both sides could agree on one 
point, the court date. The trial could 
spill over into April and possibly even 
the summer depending on schedules 
and number of witnesses, and both 
Link and Dunn suggested the process 
is likely to continue well beyond this 
year. 

“The reality is, either way it goes, 
this thing’s going to be tied up in the 
court of appeals for quite some time,” 
said Dunn. 


BUY THE BOOK Bookstore lineups could get shorter if Steve Kirkham’s new Xbook website is successful. 


Jil i oll eet 0 ee 
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PHILHEAD 


Kirkham based Xbook design on BearScat 


XBOOK # CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

The site is accessible through Bear 
Scat, a site that Kirkham developed in 
March 2003 as an alternative to Bear 
Tracks, and can access the schedule 
of any U of A student with a campus 
computing ID. The site offers a list 
of books relating to each class, but 
students are encouraged to check 
their syllabus because texts may vary 
depending on the professor. 

Dr Eleni Stroulia, associate profes- 
sor in the Department of Computing 


Science, explained that the assigned 
project was to develop a practical 
database-driven application that would 
sell something. 

Students were to provide an online 
catalogue of items and along a descrip- 
tion, a shopping cart for buying and 
to offer administrative support for the 
service. She explained that Kirkham’s 
project was a little different because he 
was not creating a site from scratch, but 
altering one that was already existing. 

“[Kirkham’s] products catalogue is 


extracted from Bear Scat and his users 
do not buy whatever they want, they 
essentially come up with an agenda 
defined by their term courses,” 
Stroulia explained. 

“So he had both functionalities, 
but had extra constraints that come 
from the logic of the application he 
chose.” 

There are currently 98 students sell- 
ing 350 textbooks on Xbook, which 
has been in operation for about two 
weeks. 


Monda 
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Well Highballs $3.00 | Okanagan 1 


Tuesday 
Well Highballs 


Wednesday 


Well Highballs $3.00 
Kokanee and Kokanee 


Thursday 


ighballs $3.00 ; 
par oe Coors Lite Pints $3.75 


Canadian and 


Friday 
Well Highba 


30 cent chicken win 


DON'T MAKE Pp 


THURSDAY 
SNOW US WHAT YOU GOT 
MYER HOROWITZ 12:00 PM 


BRAIN FREEZE 
MEET AT SUB STAGE AT 8 PM 


FRIDAY 
CHILL OUT 
QUAD 12:00 PM 


MIXOLOGY 107 
POWERPLANT 8:00 PM 


516 pints $3.75 


$3,00 | Big Rock Pints $3.75 


Gold Pints for $3.75 


iIs $3.00 | Big Rock Pints S3d0 


THE AFTER PARTY & AWARDS 


NIGHT 
POWERPLANT 10:00 PM 


SATURDAY 
ANTIFREEZE AFTER PARTY: 
MOBILE W/ARMCHAIR CYNICS & 


COLUMBUS 
POWERPLANT 8:00PM 


POWERPLANT 


restaurant & bar 


BREAKFAST AT THE PLANT 


9AM-11AM 


THE “RUTHERFORD” BREAKFAST WRAP $5.75 W/GST. 


TRY IT. 


WWW.SU-VENUES.CA 


Campus Bars: a service for students, 
staff, alumni and guests 


POWERPLANT TRIVIA 


Did you know? The Old Powerplant building actually housed the 


University’s generator from 1915 until the 70°. It also housed 
medical and engineering labs. 
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If you have given your 
time to campus or the 
community, you may be 


eligible for a Students’ 
Union Award 


IT’S PAYBACK [TIME 


Rap 


; 


@ 


Application deadline is 


January 25, 2006 
Applications available at all Info 
Booths, Faculty Offices, 


2-900 SUB and online at 


www.su.ualberta.ca/awards 


For more information contact 


4.92-4.236 or ea@su. ualberta.ca 
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Liberal Andy Hladyshevsky stresses life-long learning 


Part ofa series of Q&As with the candidates for Member of Parliament in Edmonton-Strathcona in the upcoming election 


JAKE TROUGHTON 


Senior News Editor 


Andy Hladyshevsky, a lawyer who 
received a BSc, LLB and MBA from the 
University of Alberta, is running as the 
Liberal Party candidate in Edmonton 
Strathcona. 


Editor's note: Hladyshevsky’s responses 
have been edited to fit the available 
space. A full transcript is available at 
http://www.gateway.ualberta.ca/ 
view.php?aid=5398 


What do you consider the three most 
important issues in this campaign? 


The most important one is potentiating 
human beings so they can be the best 
they can be. What does that mean? It 
means allowing people to have access 
to higher education, and allowing 
them to become the kind of human 
beings that can maximize their own 
potential. That sounds very high and 
noble, but from an educational point 
of view, it means affordable educa- 
tion—for the entire constituency, not 
just university students. What it means 
for me is that those 0—6 [year-old] kids 
who live in low-income families get 
early learning and child care so they 
can come into an education system 
that’s publicly funded, that they get 
the proper nutrition and developmen- 
tal attention that they need. ... The 
second thing is ensuring that people 
who can’t vote for me are totally repre- 
sented by me—the 0—6, the homeless, 
the people who are unemployed, the 
people who are mentally ill, seniors 
who have difficulty making ends 
meet—and making sure the federal 
government does whatever it can to 
make sure those folks get through their 
daily lives to become whatever they're 
going to become. The third plank is 
creating the circumstances within 
what I call the business and human 
environment for that to happen. 


While postsecondary education is 


Experience 


primarily a provincial responsibil- 
ity, the federal government has long 
had arole as well. What do you think 
Ottawa’s role should be in this area? 


This is actually quite a personal ques- 
tion to me. I’m from the Law class 
of 1979, and [Alberta Advanced 
Education Minister] Dave Hancock 
was a classmate of mine. I’ve lad 
discussions with him, and I’ve said, 
“Dave, you and I didn’t face the 
tuitions these kids are facing now. 
What are we going to do about it?” 
All kinds of responses: “We're work- 
ing on it,” 
“We're trying to assist the universi- 


“We're freezing things,” 


ties so maybe their tuitions don't 
go up.” From my perspective as a 
federal person, the MP is in his face 
saying, “Dave, you have to do some- 
thing about this, and the residents of 
Edmonton-Strathcona want you to do 
something about it, and if you won't, 
then I'll take action and I'll ask my 
government to take action to assist 
those people in postsecondary educa- 
tion. ... If we get into the area of what 
the Liberal government’s trying to 
do to advance scientific research, and 
the number of research chairs being 
given out across the country, so that 
at the advanced learning stages you're 
also creating centres of excellence. ... I 
remember at universities in the 1970s 
and 1980s, there were places where 
federal funding went into research 
on something really stupid: how to 
deal with properly deconstructing tar 
sands to make it economically viable. 
Where did that go? I know that half 
the things I’m involved in now didn’t 
even exist when I was in university, 
and I know half the things the uni- 
versity students are going to be work- 
ing on don’t even exist. So our role is 
to make sure that happens. 


Are there any aspects of your party’s 
platform that you disagree with or 


are unsure of? 


I don’t think disagreement; but ... I 
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think the party should understand 
the kind of role Alberta should play, 
and I think it’s difficult when there 
aren't enough elected representatives 
from the party in Alberta. I think the 
party needs to do a better job of, if 
you will, working with the west and 
Alberta. Alberta is unfairly seen—not 
just by the party, but by others in cen- 
tral Canada—as sort of a stereotypical 
area; the area's diversity is something 
that people should come to under- 
stand, but it’s difficult for that image 
to be played having [Conservative MP] 
Myron Thompson and other luminar- 
ies like that who represent Alberta on 
the national stage. ... 1 think the second 
area the party has to do better in is 
electoral reform, but that’s a grass- 
roots thing that I think the party will 
listen to. 


What, if any, reforms need to be 
made to Canada’s government struc- 
ture (such as electoral or senate 
reform)? 


I have real big issues with first-past- 
the-post; at the end of the day, if 
number one doesn’t get 50 per cent 
plus one, number one should go 
against number two, and a week after 
the election we do the whole thing 
again, and we elect somebody with 
at least 50 per cent of the vote. That 
also gets away from the vote-splitting 
issue that makes things a little more 
difficult for some of the parties. ... I 
think Canadians are so frustrated that 
there needs to be that sort of water- 
shed change in the system. In terms of 
senate reform, I think Canadians want 
to see federal-provincial discussions 
to move it to a different level. And I 
haven't seen a proportional represen- 
tation proposal that works on a fed- 
eral level yet, but I'd be willing to see 
some put forward so we can at least 
have some logical discussion. 


Government ethics have been 
a major issue in this campaign. 
What do you think needs to be 


KIM MISUTKA 


POINTED DEBATE Liberal candidate Andy Hladyshevsky at yesterday's forum. 


done to reassure voters of their 
government’s integrity? 


One, people who've stolen from the 
federal government should be prose- 
cuted, and those files have been turned 
over to the RCMP. ... Those who haven't 
stolen from the government but have 
engaged in phony contracts should be 
sued; take away their houses, take away 
their furs, do whatever it takes. But at 
the same time, understand that some of 
the Liberal initiatives, like strengthen- 
ing the position of the auditor general, 
are working. ... With the current struc- 
ture of the auditor general's office, no 
one will get away with it ever again. 
.. Lalso think we need to elect ethical 
people. We have a three-time incum- 
bent [in Edmonton-Strathcona] who's 
stood up in Parliament and said he lied; 
that’s not the person you want repre- 
senting you as having the highest ethics 
in government. He has a party that’s 
extremely vocal about this; he’s rather 
timid about this, for good reason. 
Ethics start with the people you elect. 


The national campaign has taken 
a decidedly negative turn in recent 
days. How do you feel about that, 


pilliards, games musie ding 


and how do you think the local cam- 
paign has compared? 


At the doors locally, people have been 
upset about the way the national cam- 
paign is happening. The voters at the 
door are saying, “All they're doing is 
yelling at each other; we didn’t want 
this election.” To some extent, you're 
getting a very negative reaction to 
having to go back to the polls twice in 
two years, and knowing it’s unlikely to 
be a majority government, and know- 
ing that if there’s another minority, 
we may be doing this again. Theyre 
not pleased about that. ... On the local 
level, a three-time incumbent should 
be able to show some progress as a 
national leader. I have nothing nega- 
tive to say about him, but he should be 
able to put his eight years of public ser- 
vice up against my 25, and you should 
be able to judge who would make the 
best representative. What's happen- 
ing in the national campaign, for the 
party strategists, I’m sure is the night- 
mare scenario. But as a local candidate, 
I have to go door-to-door. The people 
are watching me, and they're watching 
Jaffer, and they're asking who's going 
to be the better representative. 
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Progressive Canadian candidate strikes moderate tone 


Part ofa series of Q&As with the candidates for Member of Parliament in Edmonton Strathcona in the upcoming election 


JAKE TROUGHTON 


Senior News Editor 


Michael Fedeyko, who works in sci- 
entific sales in Edmonton, is running 
as a candidate with the Progressive 
Canadian Party, which was formed 
by former Progressive Conservatives 
who didn’t support that party’s merger 
with the Canadian Alliance. 


What do you consider the three most 
important issues in this campaign? 


The most important issues I’ve heard 
people talking about are health care, 
and the environment’s really been 
coming out in this election as well. For 
the third one, I’m sort of up in the air: 
a lot of people are talking about elec- 
toral reform; alienation is a big one in 
Alberta, as well. Those would be two 
of the third-tier issues I’ve been hear- 
ing about. 


While postsecondary education is 
primarily a provincial responsibil- 
ity, the federal government has a role 
as well. What do you think Ottawa’s 
role should be in this area? 


Obviously, with the decreasing~ of 
funds recently, down 34 per cent since 
1992, those levels need to be brought 
back up to ensure proper funding of 
tuition. I would look at a number of 
options; perhaps more accountability 
for the provinces in how those dol- 
lars are spent on universities, or even 
a direct transfer to universities would 
be another option. If there’s differences 
across the country in how the money is 
spent, we also need to ensure that they 
meet students’ needs as best they can. 


Are there any aspects of your party’s 
platform that you disagree with or 
are unsure of? 


No. That’s why I joined this party, 
essentially. I felt that we had the same 
views on pretty much every topic. 
Maybe something will come up in the 
future, but nothing that would steer 
me away or lead to real direct con- 
flict. This is a moderate voice; they're 
looking at taking the best ideas from 
everywhere, and aren't going to shy 
away from anything because it comes 
from a particular party. 


What, if any, reforms need to be 
made to Canada’s government struc- 
ture (such as electoral or senate 
reform)? 


I'm not going to tell you I have an 
answer to how a country can best 
be served democratically, but I defi- 
nitely think we can listen to things 
like proportional representation or the 
single transferable vote. I know a lot of 
Albertans want an elected senate. I’d be 
happy to table these and debate these 
as a nation, so we can come up with a 
system that would serve everybody. I 
think that would get voters more inter- 
ested in coming out and being part of 
the process, and that would be a great 
benefit for Canada. A lot of people feel 
they don’t have a say in how the senate 
operates, but it has a lot of power, so 
we should have some say in it. 


Government ethics have been a 
major issue in this campaign. What 
do you think needs to be done to 
reassure voters of their government’s 
integrity? 
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Accountability is one of the key issues. 
And transparency; make the system 
as transparent as possible. In the 
case of the recent Adscam, the public 
tender system can be transparent and 
available to the public. You can even 
have a body to ensure accountabil- 
ity and transparency, so everybody 
can see where their tax dollars are 
spent. I'm a big advocate of that; I 
want to see where my tax dollars are 
spent, and I want to see that they're 
going where they should, and not 
lining anyone’s pocket or being used 


frivolously. 


The national campaign has taken 
a decidedly negative turn in recent 
days. How do you feel about that, 
and how do you think the local cam- 
paign has compared? 


It has taken a decidedly negative turn. 
I don’t feel it’s constructive, first of all. 
When I see the ads on TV going nega- 
tive against someone, it doesn’t tell me 
what that party’s platform is or what 
they're trying to accomplish. It just tries 


to play on voters’ fears, and I'd rather 
see some positive campaigning, even 
just to balance it out. Some of these 
recent commercials, I think someone 
should have stopped them. I don't 
think they should have been let out. 
But I don’t really think it’s affected us 
on a local level. We all live in the same 
community, so I don’t think anybody’s 
looking at bringing down the other 
candidates. We all have our strong 
points, and were all trying to work 
together in the community, so what's 
the point in trying to bash each other? 
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Campaign encourages student vote 


Elections Canada promotes young populations to get out and mark an X on 
the ballot, even if theyre away from home at college on 23 January 


MEGHAN SCOTT 


MIRANDA MATHEWS 
The Aquinian 


FREDERICTON, NB (CUP)—With a 
federal election less than two weeks 
away, the political parties are stomp- 
ing harder on the campaign trail, 
promising tax cuts and gun control in 
attempts to make sure people vote for 
them on 23 January. 

But not everyone cares where that X 
is placed, so long as it’s placed some- 
where. Elections Canada is doing some 
heavy campaigning of its own, trying 
to attract the attention of young voters 
and get them registered. 

“Tn the last couple of elections, stu- 
dents have had particular attention 
from Elections Canada,’ said Dana 
Doiron, Elections Canada media advi- 
sor for the Maritime region. 

But the attention isn't necessarily 
flattering; they're getting it because 
they're not already voting. In the last 
federal election, in 2004, 60.1 per 
cent of the general population turned 
out to the polls. Only 38 per cent of 
18-to-30 year olds or first-time voters 
did. The number was up from 25 per 
cent in 2000. 

There’s an added twist for students; 
many are not in their home constitu- 
encies. Students studying away from 
home are being allowed to vote for 
candidates in either their home rid- 
ings or in their school riding. 

Last Thursday and Friday, Elections 
Canada representatives were on the 
St Thomas University campus in 
Fredericton to register voters. Jeremy 


Peck and Collin Maicher were sta- 
tioned in the James Dunn cafeteria, 
fielding questions and registering 
voters from morning until night. 

“There are more questions than 
anything,” Peck said. “A lot of them 
are coming up asking to be signed up 
for this district.” 

Peck said accessibility is key. 

“Students don’t have to rush to find 
us,” he said. “We're right here.” 


“Tn order to get any 
real credibility from 
politicians, students 
have to start voting, 
Otherwise the issues 
get swept aside.” 


MATT GARNER, 
ST THOMAS UNIVERSITY 
STUDENTS’ UNION 


The St Thomas University Students’ 
Union (STUSU) is working closely 
with Elections Canada to raise aware- 
ness about these kinds of events and to 
encourage young voters to make their 
voices heard. 

“Tn order to get any real credibil- 
ity from politicians, students have to 
start voting. Otherwise, the issues get 
swept aside,” said Matt Garnett, Vice- 
President (Education) of the STUSU. 

In Fredericton alone, there are 
roughly 12 000 student voters. In the 


2004 election the Fredericton district 
was decided by just over 5000 votes. 

Garnett said he’s been getting phone 
calls and e-mails from students asking 
for information in the past week. 

The STUSU is not backing any par- 
ticular candidate, but Garnett said 
they will be releasing a report card 
of party platforms soon. The report 
will focus on how each party deals 


education. 

“Our main thing is getting infor- 
mation out there,” he said. “We let the 
candidates do the campaigning.” 

The STUSU will be working with 
GoVote on 16 January to organize 
16 hours of action. GoVote is a non- 
partisan youth coalition that aims 
to help young voters find issues that 
inspire them to vote and help candi- 
dates engage with young voters. 

Paul Martin, Stephen Harper, Jack 
Layton, Gilles Duceppe and Jim Harris 
have all been invited by GoVote to 
be interviewed by MuchMusic and 
MusiquePlus VJs. The interviews will 
be aired on 16 January. 

The Green Party also recently 
announced a youth voter day to try 
to encourage young voters to hit the 
polls. The first day of advance poll- 
ing, 13 January, is the day Jim Harris’ 
party has designated to try to force 
federal parties to face young voters’ 
issues. 

Garnett said word of mouth is key 
in getting student out to vote. 

“Momentum builds interest,” he 
said. “Once you get people involved, 
others will follow.” 


Martin campaign promises Canadian 
students $3000 each in tuition relief 


With tuition increasing every year, students are struggling to afford the costs 
of postsecondary education and the Liberals are promising to help them out 


ERIKA MEERE 
CUP Québec Bureau Chief 


MONTREAL (CUP)—At an elec- 
tion campaign stop last week, Liberal 
leader Paul Martin pledged to provide 
students with billions of dollars in 
tuition assistance if re-elected prime 
minister, but critics say the plan does 
not address the problem of rapidly 
rising tuition in Canada. 

Speaking at the University of 
Waterloo, Martin unveiled a new 
system of grants that would pay for 
half of student’s tuition in their first 
and last years of university, to a maxi- 
mum of $3000 per year. 

“Reducing the cost of tuition for 
Canadian families, and improving 
Canadians’ access to skills training 
and employment opportunities, is 
about ensuring that all Canadians— 
and their families—can prosper in 
the global economy,” Martin said in a 
press release. 

The grants would be administered 
through the current Canada Student 
Loan Program, and be available to 
every student in Canada outside 
Québec who begins their first degree 
program in the 2007/08 school year. 
The program is expected to cost $2 
billion over five years. 

Though Martin said the grants will 
not be available to Québec students, 
as the province has its own system 
of grants and loans, he said he would 


offer “full financial compensation” to 
the Québec government. 

George Soule, the National 
Chairperson of the Canadian 
Federation of Students, said Martin's 
plan does nothing to address the fund- 
ing shortfall that has led governments 
and postsecondary institutions to 
triple their tuition fees since 1990/91. 


“The problem [of 
high tuition fees] 
was created when 
Paul Martin, as 
finance minister, cut 
billions of dollars 
from postsecondary 
education.” 


JAMES TURK, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
OF THE CANADIAN ASSOCIATION OF 
UNIVERISTY TEACHERS 


“In the absence of a plan to regulate 
tuition, this plan is incomplete,” said 
Soule, explaining that, as tuition fees 
continue to rise, the effectiveness of a 
$3000 grant will be diminished. 

He added that a $3000 grant is not 
sufficient to cover half the tuition of 
students in provinces such as Nova 


Scotia, where the average tuition is 
$6281 this year. 

James Turk, Executive Director of 
the Canadian Association of University 
Teachers, said he was pleased the 
Liberals have made postsecondary 
education a priority during this cam- 
paign, but added that Martin himself 
is largely responsible for recent tuition 
fees increases in Canada. 

“The problem [of high tuition fees] 
was created when Paul Martin, as 
finance minister, cut billions of dol- 
lars from postsecondary education,” 
he said. 

Martin was finance minister 
between 1993 and 2001. In 1996, 
he created the Canadian Health and 
Social Transfer (CHST), which lumped 
together money for education, health- 
care and social assistance into one pay- 
menttothe provinces. This fund was cut 
by $74 million between 1995/96 and 
1999/00, according to the Canadian 
Council on Social Development. 

Both Soule and Turk called on the 
Liberals to re-invest $4 billion into 
education in the form of a dedicated 
transfer payment for postsecondary 
education that could be used both for 
tuition relief and for funding postsec- 
ondary institutions. 

Martin pledged this fund during 
the 2004 election campaign at a 
televised meeting with students in 
Newfoundland, but has yet to follow 
through on the promise. 
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OPINION 


opinion @gateway.ualberta.ca + thursday, 12 january, 2006 


Vote: it’s your job 


TOMORROW I WILL TRUDGE to the advanced poll 
and cast what will be my seventh election ballot. In 
this extended election season I’m already starting to 
ask myself what the point of the exercise is. 

Now don’t get me wrong, I’m not talking about there 
not being any wholly palatable choices at the ballot box, 
though that’s a problem as well, but the whole process 
of voting in general. Only once after an election did I 
feel the rush of enfranchisement, and that was at the 
municipal level. Usually it leaves me feeling impotent 
and tired. 

Maybe it’s where I live. Alberta has never been the 
heart of democracy. We've only seen four parties rule 
here, and all have had long reigns, otherwise unbroken 
until their eventual defeat. In such a situation, where 
even the possibility of changing the guard is almost 
unthinkable, it’s hard, regardless of your political affili- 
ation, to get excited about democracy. The fact that a 
similar, if not quite as encompassing, problem happens 
at the federal level doesn’t help things much. 

Perhaps it’s our system of selecting officials. When 
politicians winning seats get less than a majority of the 
vote, it’s hard to see democracy being represented. It’s 
also almost impossible to see the problem being fixed 
in any substantive way by the people who are elected 
by the flawed system. Who wants to use their power to 
take power away from themselves? 

Conceivably, it could be because I usually vote for 
someone who loses. However, I’ve voted for winners 
too, incumbents even. Their victory rarely excites me 
much either—only when I didn’t expect my guy to 
win, and he did, was there any excitement. This, how- 
ever, could be getting to the heart of the problem. 

Elections aren't supposed to be exciting, and voting 
isn’t supposed to be fun. They can be these things, but 
that isn’t their primary purpose. 

The thing is you have to vote even when you don't 
like any of the candidates, and even when “your guy” 
is going to win in a landslide. This isn't a football 
game, and you shouldn't sell your tickets if you expect 
a blowout. People tell you that voting is a privilege. 
That’s bullshit. Voting is a job demanded by being 
a citizen, and like any job, if you're shitty at it, you 
should be fired. 

We've decided that as a society, we don’t trust the 
people in power to make the decisions about who 
should be in power. That's fine. What most people 
don’t seem to realize is that we essentially put our- 
selves on an elaborate hiring/job review board and, as 
anyone who has been on a hiring board before knows, 
that isn’t much fun. It’s a lot of work. 

“Hey,” you say, “maybe I don’t want to be part of your 
citizen's club. Maybe I think the system is so messed up 
that it doesn’t deserve my vote!” Well, in a way, that’s 
voting too. If you don’t vote for those reasons, you're 
voting against the system and society (though I think 
spoiling your ballot may be a more effective means of 
doing that). 

Or maybe you don’t want to be part of this whole 
hiring board we've set up for ourselves. Well, you can 
vote for that too. Germany did it to great effect in 1932. 
And to undercut my serious point to humourous effect, 
so did the Galactic Senate when Chancellor Palpatine 
moved into his position as Emperor. 

So to answer my own question, I guess voting in an 
election is a job that I have to do, even if I don’t enjoy 
it very much. I can try to make my work environment 
better, and make the job matter more, but I simply can’t 
abdicate it to someone else. That would just be lazy. 


DANIEL KASZOR 


We got Fark'd 


Anp ANOTHER THING, if any of you went to our 
website on Tuesday night, or are currently looking 
for our “Best of Campus Crime Beat 2005” (Tuesday, 
10 January) online, you got negative results. That’s 
because the fine folks at Fark.com linked to it with a 
headline mentioning topless girls and handjobs. 

After an hour there were almost 25 000 click 
throughs. Our web site was down for the count. For 
the safety of the rest of the site, the story needed to be 
taken down. So, if you want to see that story, e-mail 
me at eic@gateway-.ualberta.ca. 


DANIEL KASZOR 
Editor-in-Chief 


LETTERS 


You have to take the 
good comics with the 
bad for belly laughs 


| feel compelled to respond to the 
recent criticism of the Gateway 
comics section (Re: “Gateway comics 
offensive, not funny,’ 10 January). 
Sure, even | find the occasional comic 
falls on the wrong side of the fine 
line dividing bad taste and laugh- 
out-loud humour. | think, though, 
that the best Gateway comics have 
always walked this line (think Space 
Moose or Bob the Angry Flower). 

It's my opinion that the occa- 
sional cringe-inducing Mich Mich is 
the price we have to pay for a Mike 
Winters gem—a fantastic bargain if 
you ask me. Maybe everyone could 
be happy if we just had more Mike 
Winters comics? 


MATT LAROCQUE 
Medical Physics Grad Studies lll 


Klein’s government 
not footing the bill for 
tuition freeze 


I'd like to make a clarification 
regarding Premier Ralph Klein's 
promise guaranteeing that tuition 
will not increase in 2006/07, dis- 
cussed in Ross Prusakowski’s “Top 
newsmakers on campus deal with 
new money and growing losses” (11 
January, 2006). 

In the article, Prusakowski stated 
that Klein “extended the pledge to 
cover the increase slated for the 
next academic year.” In fact, all Klein 
promised was that “tuition would 
not increase.” He made no promise 
that the provincial government will 
cover the tab. 

This means that the universities 


could be forced to cover a tuition 
increase out of their budgets, nega- 

* tively impacting the quality of edu- 
cation students receive. Though 
this is a slight difference in mean- 
ing, it holds great potential for harm 
in students’ tuition levels and qual- 
ity of education. It’s important for 
students to know about the uncer- 
tainty surrounding these tuition 
announcements. 

In any case, technically tuition 
did increase for this academic 
year—by 5.75 per cent—and will 
likely be raised for next fall—by 6.4 
per cent—at next Friday's Board 
of Governors meeting. This year’s 
increase was just covered bya rebate 
of the 5.75 per cent increase. How 
exactly students will “not pay more” 
this fall remains to be seen, and even 
if the province does cover the tab 
we fear any rebates could disappear 
in 2007/08, whereupon students 
would face a triple bump (the com- 
pounded total of the 5.75 per cent 
rebated this year, this coming year’s 
6.4 per cent and any further increase 
next year all at once). Currently, the 
Students’ Union is working to have 
the 2006/07 increase funded by the 
government, and is calling for the 
province to deliver on the Premier's 
promise for a new tuition policy for 
this fall, pre-empting the likelihood 
of a triple bump in 2007. 


SAMANTHA POWER 
SU VP External 


Turning the ‘Plant into a 


crackhouse the solution 
to its money woes 


| just wanted to say | think that 
was a great idea on how to save 
the PowerPlant (Re: “Smokes and 
VLTs could save the PowerPlant,” 10 
January). If we were the only indoor 
smoking establishment in the city, 
we'd be making mad coin! All the 


smokers of the city could come onto 
campus and cram into the student 
bar, and the SU would clean up. 

But why stop with gambling and 
smoking? | mean, if we were the only 
bar in the city that allowed people 
to pop some pills, smoke crack or 
even shoot up heroin, we'd have the 
monopoly on that in the city, too! It 
would be packed 24/7 and everyone 
could just watch the cash flow in. | 
say let’s push aside our crack bias for 
money. 


PAUL KNOECHEL 
Science | 


Conservatives have a 
real solution to 
handgun violence 


In his January 10th article “Handgun 
rhetoric may decide the election” 
Mike Larocque states, “.. no one 
(political parties) seems quite sure 
what to do about it (the rash of gun 
violence in our cities, particularly 
Toronto...).’ Fact is, the Conservative 
Party of Canada (CPC) does know 
what to do about gun violence. The 
CPC has laid out a four-part plan to 
deal with the problem. 

First, preventing gun violence in 
the first place by reinvesting $50 mil- 
lion (over five years) in crime preven- 
tion and community programs that 
assist at-risk youth. Second, stopping 
the flow of guns coming from the 
US by providing our customs agents 
with the support and equipment 
they need to stem the flow of these 
weapons. Third, hiring a minimum 
of 3500 police and RCMP officers 
across the country. And finally, if indi- 
viduals make the choice to exclude 
themselves from society by carry- 
ing a weapon on Canadian streets 
the CPC will remove them from 
society by introducing mandatory 
sentencing for major firearms 
offences. 


This means that if you are caught 
on Whyte Avenue with a loaded, pro- 
hibited weapon, such as a handgun, 
you will go to prison for a minimum 
of five years. If you murder someone 
with that prohibited weapon, the 
sentence doubles to a minimum of 
ten years in prison. By contrast the 
Liberals have proposed a phony ban 
on handguns by outlawing guns that 
are already effectively banned. Some 
handguns used in crimes are stolen 
from people who do own those 
handguns legally for the purpose of 
target shooting or collection. So the 
rationale for the handgun ban is to 
confiscate these legally owned fire- 
arms so they cannot be stolen. This is 
akin to holding the owner of a stolen 
vehicle partially responsible for any 
crime committed where the vehicle 
was used. 

The ban will cause no weapons 
shortage in Canada, as the Liberals 
have refused to crack down on 
weapons smuggled in from the 
US. On gun violence Larocque says 
that neither party is right, nor is 
it wrong, but while the Liberals 
prefer a phony handgun ban to 
solve the problem, the CPC has a 
concrete plan to deal with urban 
gun violence. 


SCOTT A PENNY 
Engineering Hi! 


Letters to the editor should be 
dropped off at room 3-04 of the 
Students’ Union Building, or e-mailed 
to opinion @gateway.ualberta.ca. 

The Gateway reserves the right to 
edit letters for length and clarity, and 
to refuse publication of any letter it 
deems racist, sexist, libelous or other- 
wise hateful in nature. 

Letters to the editor should be no 
longer than 350 words, and should 
include the name, student identifica- 
tion number, program and year of 
study of the author, to be considered 

for publication. 
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OPINION Q 


The English languag coud be a lot beter 


SCOTT 
LILWALL 


The English language has had a pretty 
good run, most would agree. With 
roots tracing back to the introduction 
of Germanic peoples into the south- 
eastern British Isles, the English lan- 
guage is still just a littl’un, linguistically 
speaking. Even so, it has shown itself 
as a motivated young go-getter: with 
around 380 million people already 
speaking it as a first language, it has 
achieved lingua franca status (basi- 
cally a bit of fancy Latin that means it is 
widely spoken by non-native speakers). 
Which makes the immediate demise of 
the language all the more devastating. 
Where do I get the chutzpah to state 
that the third-most-widely-spoken 
language on the planet will soon be 
relegated to the trash heap? Well, Iam 
somewhat of an expert. Having grown 
up with the drive for success that falls 
somewhere between that of an anemic 
turtle and an amputated finger, I have 
learned one universal truth: anything 
difficult is not worth it. If it’s hard, 
you might as well give it up. And the 
English language is a damned dif- 
ficult way to communicate. In fact, 
some have said that it is the second- 
hardest language in the world to 
learn—the first being a dialect spoken 
by a remote New Guinean tribe, who 
communicate purely through hand 
stands and bitchin’ guitar riffs. The fact 
is that English has become bloated and 


confusing. We might be better off 
scrapping the whole damned thing. 

But English-lovers have nothing to 
fear, for all is not lost. We can alter 
the fate of our beloved tongue with a 
few simple changes, which can ensure 
that it will not go the way of the other, 
impotent languages (I'm looking at 
you, Gaelic). 

First off, the English language has 
far too many words. Conservative 
estimates put the number at about 
480 000 or so. What the hell do we 
need all those words for? To express 
our innermost feelings and thoughts? 
To put in to words our burning pas- 
sions and deepest fears? No. We 
are building~e*fanguage here, not a 
LiveJournal for a fifteen-year old girl. 
Toss out that fancy poetic language 
and those pretentious synonyms. We 
need to streamline. Why waste time 
with words like “wonderful,” “amaz- 
ing” and “euphoric” when we already 
have one word that means all those 
things—“good.” Using this same 
“USA Today approach” to vocabulary, 
we could replace the word “terrible” 
with “very bad.” Likewise, “catastro- 
phe of biblical proportions” could be 
replaced with “really, really, really, 
really bad.” Sure, thesaurus sales might 
go down, but it’s for the greater good. 
The greater really, really good, in fact. 

Now that we have made fewer words 
in the language, we should move on 
to cutting out some letters we don't 
need. Like the double letter. Get rid of 
them. You can increase the eficiency of 
a word like “butter” by geting rid of 
that second “t.” Some might say that 
we ned some of those double leters in 
the English language. Well Budy, if you 
want double leters, speak Welsh. This 


is the new, beter English. And since we 
are geting rid of leters we don't ned, 
we might as wel say godbye to those 
bad “silent leters.” If the dam thing isn’t 
pronounced, what's the point? Trust 
me, once we tak away al the silent and 
dubl leters, things will becom much 
easier to understand. 

One of the badest things about 
English is its sily aproach to plurals. 


Whil most plurals are a simpl mater | 


of ading the leter “s” to the end of 
the word, som words like “box” and 
“mous” rais the midle finger to tradi- 
tion. Next new rule: pluraliz by ading 
an “s.” No “glases”, no “wolves”, 
and for the lov of God, no “cacti” or 
“octopi.” I mean it. The first person 
who tris to pluraliz a word by puting 
an “i” at the end of it is to be hanged 
without trial. That's another new rul 
for Beter English: executions. The 
only exception to the pluralizing rul 
coms when ading an “s” would result 
in duble leters, lik the word “bos.” In 
that cas, replac the leters “s” with an 
easy, god “x.” Exampl: “I am going 
to register for my Fal clax.” Finaly, 
the last rul for the English of the futur 
involvs words lik “best” and “anoy- 
ing.” It is hard to tell when to use the 
word “mor.” So don’t. Just the “-er/- 
est” rul will work her. It is just a goder 
way of geting your point acros. 

It mit take a litl bit of geting used to 
in the begining, but I’m sur that this 
wil prov to be the godest way to takl 
our complicated language. With a bit 
of practic and a lot of dedication, we 
can mak sur that the languag that we 
hand down to thos that com after us 
wil hav ruls and ideas that finaly mak 
sens. 

Everyon cler on al that? 


Democracys hard—lets explore our options 


ADAM 


Boy, all this talk about the election 
has got me downright exhausted! I 
mean, didn’t we just have one of these 
things? Apparently the last one was in 
2004, but it seems like just yesterday 
that we had to go down and rate all 
those candidates on that confusing 
fill-in-the-blank form. But hey, maybe 
it’s just me—heck, I'm still getting 
used to the fact that it’s 2006! 

To make matters more complicated, 
there are all these confusing scan- 
dal allegations this time around. For 
what seems like an eternity, there’s 
been all this talk in the media about 
this infamous Kickboxing Scheme. I 
mean, I’m sure that some bad people 
did some bad things and whatnot, but 
that’s what that inquiry thingy was 
for, right? I'm sure that the police have 
arrested all of the bad guys by now, 
any Way. 

But what really drains me is trying 
to choose from all these different can- 
didates. Case in point: at my riding’s 
“town hall meeting” Tuesday night— 
which caused me to miss an episode of 
Lost—there were all sorts of crazy can- 
didates in the running, like the Green 
Party, the Marxist-Leninist Party, even 
the Marijuana Party! What's their plat- 
form, anyway? Get stoned and com- 
plain about the government? Sheesh. 

And then there are the debates: two 
whole hours of those stuffy old white 
guys talking about this, that, and the 
other thing—and with no commer- 
cial breaks! I mean, what if I have to 


go to the bathroom or something? 
And then they did them the next night 
in French! Just how many languages 
are they going to be doing this thing 
in? 

Instead, I think we should look for 
a much simpler democratic process. 
Take our neighbours to the South, for 
example: the Americans only have 
to choose between two candidates, 
which makes things a whole lot sim- 
pler. Kerry, Bush. Kerry, Bush: you just 
have to pick one, and then it’s over for 
four years—there’s none of this “elec- 
tion every 18 months” business like 
we have here in Canada. 


So if youre a real 
stickler for democracy, 
we could follow the 
lead of “elected” 
dictators... 


As ruthlessly efficient as the 
American electoral system is, how- 
ever, I still think that it would be much 
easier just to do away with democracy 
in Canada altogether. Think about 
it: why don’t we just appoint our 
prime minister? It would be over and 
done with in no time. But who will 
do the appointing, you ask? Well, I 
don’t know. The Governor General 
maybe? It’s like Lisa said in that one 
Simpsons episode: “Who will police 
the police?” 

Therefore, I propose an alternate 
solution: namely, a_ self-appointed 
dictator. After all, many leaders of 
the world’s most powerful countries 
have been dictators—and it’s usu- 
ally worked out pretty well! Guys like 
Stalin, Hitler and Mussolini simulta- 
neously strengthened their countries’ 


respective economies and rallied their 
people into unity—something the 
little ol’ melting pot that is our coun- 
try could surely use. 

Now, don’t get me wrong: power 
obtained by force, such as in a mili- 
tary coup, just isn’t cool. So if youre a 
real stickler for democracy, we could 
follow the lead of “elected” dictators, 
such as former Iraqi kingpin Saddam 
Hussein or perennial Cuban favourite 
Fidel Castro, as well as lesser-known 
totalitarians such as Tunisia’s Zine 
El Abidine Ben Ali or Egypt's Gamal 
Abdel Nasser. These guys consistently 
garner 98 to 100 per cent of the vote 
when they have elections—now that’s 
what I call voter satisfaction! Sure, 
they were usually the only candidates 
in their respective countries, but that’s 
the beauty of it: with the one-party 
system, it’s so easy to choose! 

We should also consider the fact 
that when a lot of countries, espe- 
cially those in Central and South 
America, do democratically elect their 
presidents, these guys usually end 
up getting killed by the Americans 
anyway. Or look at Iraq: they used to 
have a very efficient system of their 
own—one that saw very little dis- 
sent during Hussein’s tenure, I might 
add—but now that these aforemen- 
tioned Yankees have imposed their 
own brand of democracy on the Iraqi 
people, their country is in shambles! 

Clearly, then, democracy is 
both dangerous and _ inefficient. 
Furthermore, Canada can ill-afford to 
upset its American neighbours at this 
point—after all, who else will protect 
us when we get invaded? That, plus 
“despotic regime” sounds so much 
cooler than “democratically elected 
government of the people.” It just rolls 
off the tongue: despotic regime ... des- 
potic regime ... despotic regime ... 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
STUDENTS’ UNION ELECTIONS 
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P ‘oll Clerks (150 needed) 

- Work part-time on 4 voting days (March 8, 9, 23, 24) 
- Set up, supervise and take down polling stations 

- Wage : $8.00/hour 

- Application deadline : February 03, 2006 @ 1700 


Application forms are available at the SU Information 
Booth in SUB and at 2-900 SUB 


More information on these positions and other Students’ Union job 
postings can be found at this website; 
www.su.ualberta.ca/work/sujobs 


ARE YOU STRESSED OUT? 
WORRYING TOO MUCH? 


feeling anxious 

tense, on edge, or restless 
having difficulty concentrating 
feeling worn out 


SSA IRS 


You may have GENERALIZED ANXIETY DISORDER 


The Psychopharmacology Research Unit at the 
University of Alberta is conducting a clinical research 
study testing an experimental drug to find out if this drug 
may help people who have generalized anxiety disorder. 


To participate in this study call the 
Psychopharmacology Research Unit at 


407-3331 


Office of the Registrar and 
Student Awards 


Winter Term 2006 


Registration Deadline 


The deadline for course changes using Bear Tracks is 


Midnight, January 20, 2006 


Make sure you know... 
Your Bear Tracks LOGIN ID and PASSWORD— you need them to access 
web registration. 


They are particularly important when registration deadlines approach, as no special 
consideration will be given if a student cannot add or delete a class by the 
deadline because they have forgotten their password. 


You can set up your ‘Forgotten Password Hint' once you have your Campus 
Computing ID and University e-mail address. 


Classes closed to Web Registration: 


If Department consent/permission is required to add a class that is closed to web 
registration, you must submit your request to the Department well in advance of the 
deadline. Campus offices are not open after regular office hours. 


Bear Tracks Hours of Operation: 


Familiarize yourself with Bear Tracks Hours of Operation at 
www..registrar.ualberta.ca/beartracks. 


hitps://www.beartracks.valberta.ca 
BEAR TRACKS Note: I's your responsibility to safeguard your ID and password. 


ee 
Ni 4 4 C22 


The Coca Cola Student Achievement Award was created 
as part of the Single Source Cold Beverage Agreement to 
recognize academic achievement, student leadership skills 
as well as assist with financial needs. All current University 
of Alberta full-time shedent are sig to sige for these 
awards. 


$1000.00 chec a 


. Each ‘award winner will rece 


Completa app 
be received S January r5t 
5: 00 Pre in 900 SUB. 


Ever want to be part of 
the Thin Yellow Line? 


thursday, 12 january, 2006 


Whyte plague ravaging Edmonton 


There's a reoccurring tragedy that takes place on 
the streets of Edmonton, and to this day, no one 
has done anything to stop it. 

No, it’s got nothing to do with the homeless, 
and it’s not the always-persistent rash of thieves 
who prey on poorly secured bikes or those who 
are willing to break a window in your car to get 
a discman that you got as a birthday present in 
1997 either—this problem reaches much further 
than that, and it can happen to anyone. 

The streets of Edmonton, Whyte Avenue in 
particular, are contaminated with an unholy air- 
borne virus. 

The virus seems to take to the air in n- 
day cycles and travels best in the dark. It first 
begins to make its way to civilians on Thursday 
nights. It spreads explosively on Fridays and 
by Saturday, it’s bordering on pandemic. 
Miraculously and inexplicably, the virus is all 
but gone on Sunday morning and is hardly 
detectable again until the following Thursday, 
when it gears up to wreak havoc on the city for 
another three days. 

All one has to do to be contaminated by the 
virus is frequent Edmonton’s popular stops on 
the nightlife scene. This is why Whyte Avenue 
is such a goldmine for the virus. People breathe 
in this contaminated air and experience sharp 
and sudden alterations to their personalities. 
They become loud, obnoxious and confronta- 
tional. They believe that everything they say 
and do for the remainder of the night will be 
the stuff of comedic genius. These people also 
believe that they are suddenly irresistable to the 
opposite sex. Should a virus-carrying male fail 
to hook up with a virus-carrying female, his 
probability of getting in a fight when the bar 


Volunteer with Safewalk'! 


The application deadline: 
January 27, 2005, 5pm. 


Applications are available from any 
Information Desk (SUB, CAB, ETLC, 
HUB), our office O30E SUB & online 
www.su.ualberta.ca/safewalk 
Applications can be dropped off at 
our office 030E SUB. 


4-WALK-ME 


www.su.ualberta.ca/safewalk 


closes skyrockets. Worst of all, those exposed to 
the virus are convinced that all of these positive 
traits are conveyed in their suddenly phenom- 
enal dance skills, which must be shared with 
the world. 

The severity of the person's reaction can be 
traced to the amount of exposure that a person 
has to the contaminated air. Symptoms of expo- 
sure to the virus include but are not limited to: 
excessive use of cologne or perfume; greasy hair 
for males and skanky hair for females; popped 
collars; Diesel clothing; and tight pants that are 
too small, which leads to exposure of either a) ass 
crack, or es Mpa excess stomach weight. 


Worst of all, those exposed 
to the virus are convinced 
that all of these positive 
traits are conveyed in their 
suddenly phenomenal 
dance skills, which must be 
shared with the world. 


Aside from the risk of severe annoyance that 
those infected with the virus carry to others, 
they also possess a significant risk to them- 
selves. Infected persons have been known to 
vomit or even lose consciousness from exposure 
to the virus. Evidence of this is present all over 
the walls and toilets of the following establish- 
ments: O’Byrne’s, Hudson’s, Iron Horse, Suite 69 
and The Armoury. Evidence can also be found 
outside of the entrance to these bars, with Stolli’s 
being an example that quickly comes to mind. 

This problem needs to be remedied immedi- 
ately, before the virus spreads further, and people 
act like this on a daily basis, or someone loses an 
eye when they pop a collar too quickly for their 
own good. How many people will have to dance 
like assholes before the proper authorities step in 
and get this increasingly horrible situation under 
control? 
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His name's Tim, and he has a drinking problem 


DAVID 
BERRY 


They say that, to get someone to truly 
reform their ways, you need to pub- 
licly humiliate them. Well, I don’t 
know if “they” say that so much as 
I made that up because I enjoy pub- 
licly humiliating people, but regard- 
less, surely we can all agree that being 
widely ridiculed by, say, the campus 
community is bound to get someone 
to reform their ways, right? With that 
in mind, as much as it pains me to say 
this, I’m afraid that I have to embar- 
rass a friend for his own good: Tim, 
you really need to start drinking less. 
I mean, we go out almost every 
night—and lunches on weekends— 
and of the few times that I can actually 
remember what happened, I remem- 
ber you being sloshed out of your 
ever-loving mind. Why, just last week, 
when I came out of the bathroom 
after cleaning the puke off of my shirt, 
I saw you pouring my beer into your 
glass. I mean, I had ordered another 
one on my way to the john anyway, 


so it wasn't a big deal, but that kind of 
desperate behaviour is the hallmark of 
an alcoholic. 

And that’s hardly the first time you've 
drank to what we'll call excess, is it, 
Tim? Need I remind you of midterm 
week? All I know is, when I passed out 
at midnight, that bottle of tequila in 
my hand was at least half full. When 
I woke up the next morning, not only 
did I find my pants outside, I found the 
bottle smashed on the sidewalk beside 
them. I cut my tongue on the broken 
glass lapping up the few remaining 
drops you left, you inconsiderate bas- 
tard. (I also noticed that you finished 
off the rest of my rye, too; and those 
beers I had in the fridge.) 

And really, that’s pretty much the 
problem. with: your drinking: I'm 
sorry to say it, but you become a bel- 
ligerent asshole when youre drunk, 
pal. I mean, it’s bad enough you 
always holding me back when I decide 
to finally teach those punk asses down 
at the end of the bar a lesson, but did 
you really have to make such a big deal 
about the time I tried to expose myself 
to the waitress at the Garneau Pub? I 
mean, for starters, I probably would 
have had to put down at least one of 
my drinks to actually get my pants 
off, and besides, Larry and Phil know 
me—it’s not like they'd care. But no, 


there you were, your breath reeking of 
vodka and Coke—just because I can’t 
smell any liquor on you doesn’t mean 
I don’t know youre drinking, you 
lush—telling me how “embarrassing” 
I was, and how “maybe it was time 
[I] went home.” Do you have any idea 
what it took for me to convince every- 
one there that you were actually a nice 
guy after that? They all just looked at 
me like I was crazy when I told them 
you normally didn’t behave like that, 
and then actually told me that it would 
be best if I went to another bar from 
now on. 

Look, man, I'm sorry it had to come 
to this, but I love you, you know, and 
I just couldn’t see you throw your life 
away into an empty bottle. I mean, 
life is bullshit, man, and, I know, like, 
nobody wants the truth—oh, yeah, 
they all say they want the truth, but 
then you tell them about how some- 
times when youre shaving in the 
morning you just, like, fucking stare 
at that razor blade, and wonder if the 
Mach 3 would, like, cut three times 
deeper than a regular one, and if that 
would make a difference, and then 
they all run away, like everyone else 
that ever loved you. Like, fuck, man, 
that’s total bullshit. Fucking people, 
man. I’m glad youre here to listen to 
me. Fuck, man, let’s go get a beer. 


His names Dave, and he has a whistling problem 


TIM 
PEPPIN 


Recently, while in a men’s bathroom 
on campus, I had a rather unsettling 
experience. An experience that, if only 
because the rules of conduct inside 
the men’s room are so regimented, 
and because it was such an egregious 
and bold-faced—yet _ frustratingly 
common—violation of them, merits 
some discussion. However, before I 
can explain the specific incident and 
its discomfiting effects, I must pro- 
vide some context by describing the 
general customs and politics of men’s 
public bathrooms. For most guys, the 
following paragraphs will be famil- 
iar, though I hope not boring. It has 
come to my attention, however, that 
most girls have no idea what goes on 
inside a men’s bathroom, aside from 
the obvious. So read on. 

The atmosphere inside a men’s 
room is ordinarily tense, created by 
a combination of tacit homopho- 
bia, exposed and handled genitalia, 
and forced proximity to other males. 
To diffuse this tension, a set of rigid 
conventions has been established that 
serve to minimize unwanted contact 
and to clarify intent. 

The first thing you'll notice upon 
entering the room is that each male 
behaves as though he were the only 
one present. No one speaks. It is abso- 
lutely forbidden to talk to anyone 
who is not a close friend, and even 
then conversation must be sparing, 


as it’s disruptive to any others pres- 
ent. This silence, broken only by the 
rush of running water, the soft buzz 
of zippers and the sound of shuffling 
feet, is often in eerie and unnatural 
contrast to the commotion outside 
the bathroom. Conversations started 
outside the room can be heard to end 
mid-sentence, and to resume without 
a break upon leaving. 


To choose a urinal 
beside another man 
in an empty row is an. 
inexcusable breach of 
etiquette ... 


Similarly, eye contact must also 
be scrupulously avoided as it might 
be misconstrued as a homosexual 
advance. You can’t be too careful. And 
yet each male is acutely aware not only 
of the presence, but of the exact direc- 
tion and speed of movement of all the 
others, as physical contact is never, 
ever made. Were men to take such 
scrupulous care to avoid one another 
when driving, the incidence of motor- 
vehicle accidents would plummet. 

These principles result in specific 
etiquette at urinals, and, to get back to 
the point at which I started, in stalls. 
As girls are unfamiliar with urinals, 
I'll have to elaborate again. Bear with 
me. A urinal is essentially a ceramic 
booth inserted into a wall, separated 
from those beside it by a foot of space, 
often without even a divider. While 
more convenient than a booth, it’s 
also far more exposed: there’s the 
ever-present risk that another male 
may see your junk, thereby causing 


the room to implode, collapsing to 
an infinitely small point and creating 
an irreparable space-time rift. Men 
will separate themselves predictably 
to maximize distance between one 
another, and to minimize association 
with another man. To choose a urinal 
beside another man in an empty row 
is an inexcusable breach of etiquette, 
and may be perceived as an act of out- 
right aggression. 

Like urinals, there is also a set of 
polite conventions for the use of 
stalls—lesser known, but no _ less 
important. To quote Dr John-Arch 
MacDougall, professor emeritus at 
Macray University, “What must be 
understood is that public defecation, 
because of the insuppressible and 
indiscriminate manner in which 
odour diffuses, is essentially an act of 
violence against every other person 
present. The defecator aggresses from 
within the confines of the stall.” 
Because of this, and because everyone 
is expected to be discreetly aware of 
the movements of others, it’s custom- 
ary for someone ina stall, though they 
might be long since finished, to wait 
until those present when they began 
have exited, or, if they must come out, 
to adhere with absolute severity to the 
conventions of the bathroom. 

So given all this, it was with no 
small measure of amazement and 
horror that I witnessed a man huffing 
and grunting inside a stall who then 
stood up, flushed, and not only exited 
the stall while we were still there, but 
brazenly looked around the room and 
actually started whistling! It was a 
shocking dismissal of useful and well- 
founded social norms. A guy fainted. 

I'm surprised I made it out before 
the room disintegrated. 
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DO YOU SUFFER FROM 
SEVERE PREMENSTRUAL 
SYMPTOMS? 


Severe premenstrual symptoms can interfere with your 
life; affecting your work, family and social activities. If 
you suffer from various symptoms like sadness, irritability, 
rapid mood swings, and anxiousness before your period... 
you could be suffering from PMS. 


The Psychopharmacology Research Unit at the 
University of Alberta is looking for women with severe 
premenstrual symptoms to participate in a research study 
testing an experimental drug for the treatment of 
Premenstrual Dysphoric Disorder 


For more information 


Call 407-3331 
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Butterdome for Dummies—the gym guide 


AMANDA 
TERMEER 


We've all looked in the mirror and 


decided the person looking back at us 
needs some work. Time to end the self 
pity and head to the gym. Like any other 
“scene,” a workout facility is filled with 
unique rules and cliques. To help out 
those with firm resolutions, but little 
experience, a guide called Butterdome 
for Dummies has been compiled. 

Once you enter the gym, you'll 
notice a common uniform. To fit in 
among the experts, a specific dress 
code must be followed. This includes 
belly-baring spandex shirts, wife beat- 
ers and tiny “ass” shorts to reveal your 
physical perfection. The gym, similar 
to a bar or dance club, is an excep- 
tional opportunity to parade in front 
of the opposite sex, flaunting all of 
your desirable elements. Welcome to 
the meat market. If you cannot pull off 
spandex, or if you have any unappeal- 
ing bulges, it is recommended that 
you do not enter the gym until you 
can meet the dress code. 

If you've shelled out for your new 
clothes, and are still determined 
to live out your “get buff” or “lose 
weight” resolution, observe your 
superiors attentively and mimic them. 
Most women find role models in what 
the gym culture calls “cardio sluts”: 
skeletal females who nervously watch 


the calorie counter accumulate on 
the treadmill, elliptical cross trainer, 
stair master or exercise bike. Men 
appear to prefer the “steroid junkies”: 
males who have created biceps larger 
than their heads with the aid of large 
quantities of synthetic hormone. The 
junkies are found in the weight-lifting 
section of the gym, and rarely leave. 
While the “cardio sluts” are obsessed 
with negative calories, the “steroid 
junkies” praise high-calorie protein 
shakes, bars, and tuna. 


The gym, similar toa 
bar or dance club, 

is an exceptional 
opportunity to 
parade in front of 
the opposite sex... 


A strange phenomenon, which is 
very similar to the mythological story 
of Narcissus, tends to occur in front of 
gym mirrors. People, especially men, 
will watch themselves in a very pas- 
sionate way while lifting weights in 
front of a large mirror, never speak- 
ing, but emitting occasional grunts of 
satisfaction or glee. Sometimes their 
minds will wander towards the social 
benefits of having such a toned body, 
others begin to have homoerotic fan- 
tasies about themselves; regardless of 
reason, some men proudly sport erec- 
tions harder than their abs. 

Loosely related to the mirror people, 
there’s also a breed of made-up, hair- 


sprayed, immaculate beauties who 
enjoy spending hours doing little more 
than prancing around the gym. They 
rarely touch any equipment, but shake 
their assets while walking in front of 
eager weightlifters, only to glare when 
greeted with a smile. They also spend 
their time at the gym working on their 
tongues, as they exhibit exceptional 
endurance in talking. Although they 
rarely leave with any sign of sweat or 
newly forged muscles, the social but- 
terflies sometimes gain a few extra 
digits from grateful admirers. 

Another hidden secret of gym cul- 
ture is that some stragglers refuse 
to move on, even when they are 
well beyond their prime. The “jolly 
seniors” tend to take old equipment 
out of the shed while watching youth- 
ful beauties on the treadmill. Even as a 
newbie, it is important to combat this 
phenomenon by making a personal 
agreement with yourself to give it up 
before you are past your prime. 

Last, there are the dazed and con- 
fused. These creatures flock to the 
gym in great numbers in January, but 
soon dwindle to traces. They are new- 
bies who have no idea what they're 
doing, and spend hours wandering 
around expanding on their voyeuristic 
and copycat tendencies. They watch 
the elites, the cardio whores and ste- 
roid junkies with absolute envy. Those 
who aren't scared away gradually 
gain knowledge of the gym culture. 
Welcome to your new life. 

Now the fitness junkie buried deep 
inside your rolls is ready. Memorize 
Butterdome for Dummies to avoid 
your own humiliation. 


Canada is a rich, ugly, oily bastard—he deserves better 


ROSS 
PRUSAKOWSKI 


It’s a common scene in bars and clubs 
the world over: men with features 
only the visually impaired could love 
have attention lavished upon them by 
women who could grace movie screens 
across the globe, or at the very least the 
pages of Playboy. The sight is puzzling 
at first, but the reasons for the apparent 
attraction become apparent as she’s pre- 
sented with a constant stream of gifts, 
drinks and other precious resources the 
guy is footing the bill for. 

Those girls have found themselves 
sugar daddies and they aren't letting 
go until the flow of gifts is over and 
her highlife is threatened. Once that 
happens, the girls will be out the door 
faster than half-price Prada shoes and 
the men will be sitting alone on the 
floor, wondering where their good 
times and money went. 

Though at first glance it seems 
unlikely that international trade rela- 
tionships would exhibit this kind of 
behaviour, a closer look shows it hap- 
pening in our own country. We need 
only look at our energy relationship 
with the United States to see that even 
nations can be swept off their feet and 
ignore the long-term consequences of 
certain affairs. Unfortunately, Canada 
has become more fretful about losing 


| the blonde bombshell that is America 


than about losing respect in the inter- 
national community or standing up 
and doing what’s in our best interests 
as a nation. 

As an oil daddy, Canada has been 
overly kind to the US, serving as their 
largest foreign supplier of oil (2.12 mil- 
lion barrels a day in 2004 compared 


to 1.64 million barrels from Mexico 
and 1.56 million barrels from Saudi 
Arabia, according to Bloomberg), 
and sending them 99 per cent of our 
total oil exports. This is a function not 
only of their close proximity to us, 
but of the North American Free Trade 
Agreement that was supposed to ben- 
efit all parties involved. : 

Instead, the agreement hasn't been 
giving America’s oil daddy more of 
what he wants—actual free trade on 
softwood lumber and a cut to the 
heavy subsidies the US farm industry 
receives that make Canadian farm- 
ers uncompetitive—but is bleeding 
Canada of its resources. Relations 
between the two nations are hitting an 
all-time low because of many different 
reasons, not the least of which is the 
unwillingness of the energy-addicted 
bimbo that is the US to put out more 
for all we're sending her way. 

We need to be smarter as a nation 
and demand more for what we're 
receiving for our precious oil and nat- 
ural gas reserves. While it may nega- 
tively affect our relationship with the 
US, Canada must ignore the pleading 
cries of overly territorial politicians 
in Alberta and make changes to our 
energy relationship with America as a 
response to other trade disputes. 

As Hugh Hefner has shown so many 
times over the years, it’s not just the 
women that can trade up if they're get- 
ting bored or short-changed by their 
partners. The enormous untapped oil- 
sands reserves, and the certainty of its 
supply that make our energy reserves 
so attractive to the US also draw the 
attention of other major economies. 
The surge in demand for resources 
from China and India means that there 
is a strong market for our resources, 
and one that may even pay a higher 
price then we're currently receiving. By 
tapping into these markets, Canada can 
force the US to put up and deal with its 
demand for free trade both ways. 


Or we can kindly ask the US to shut 
up, end—or curtail—our energy rela- 
tionship with them, and enter into a 
new partnership with China or India, 
where the expectations of the rela- 
tionship are clear from the outset. 
Hopefully the new partner will be 
someone who has a little more appre- 
ciation for our assistance and isn't 
afraid to put out a little more for their 
oil daddy. 


This sack beating goes out to the 
rowing team for their high-pressure 
recruiting tactics. 

Yesterday (11 January), | was walk- 
ing through SUB quietly minding my 
business when | was accosted by a 
small collection of students sitting 
behind a table. 

They dragged me by the arm to 
their recruiting station, forced a pen 
into my hand and scrawled a large X. 
When | told them that it looked like 
a sign-up sheet and not a contract 
they became confused and tried to 
grab me again. 

Seeing that | was more agile than 
they anticipated they changed 
tactics and told me | “looked like a 
rower.” When this empty flattery 
failed to sway me, they threatened 
my mother. 

So hop into the sack, rowers. Let’s 
see you cox your way out of this one. 


TIM PEPPIN 


The Burlap Sack is a semi-regular fea- 
ture where a person or group who 
needs to be put in a sack and beaten 
is ridiculed in print. No sack beatings 
are actually administered. 
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Bears volleyball team uses Cali to warm up for Calgary 


ene: 


| 


: FILE PHOTO: BEN BEGLEY 
SIGHTS SET HIGH The Bears volleyball team has handled most of their competition easily this year. 


ROBIN COLLUM 
Sports Staff 


They may have spent part of their holiday 
riding the roller coasters in Disneyland, but the 
U ofA men’s volleyball squad is staying grounded. 
Despite winning all of their matches during a 
tour of California last week, the Bears refuse to 
feel overconfident about the rest of their season, 
even their upcoming meeting with the under- 
dog Calgary Dinos. 

The Bears have returned from California, having 
played and beat UC Irvine, UC Santa Barbara and 
Long Beach State, at the time the eighth-, sixth-, 
and third-ranked teams in the US, respectively. 

“The objective of the trip was to get back in 
the rhythm of playing again,” said Bears head 
coach Terry Danyluk. “I looked at it as an oppor- 
tunity to adapt to someone, rather than knowing 
a lot about the team.” 

Second-year Bear Alex Gaumont-Casias and 
fifth-year Leo Carroll both echoed their coach's 
sentiment, emphasising the trip as a learning 
experience as well as a holiday. 

“Tt was a lot of fun,” said Carroll. “We had 
some good competition down there, and came 
back with a few more wins for our record.” 

“We met a different style of volleyball and 
I think we got better; the team really came 
together,” said Gaumont-Casias. “The game 
against Long Beach was a great game and we 
worked hard.” 

There were technical differences that the 
U of A had to adapt to as well. In the United States, 
each game is played to 30 points, rather than the 
CIS custom of 25. Nonetheless, the Bears more 
than held their own against some highly ranked 
competition. Danyluk was proud of his team’s 
play, but seemed disappointed at how much they 
dominated the American teams. 

“They were all good teams, but I thought Santa 
Barbara would be a little better than they were,” 
he said. “They had one player who is supposed 
to be a phenom. He played okay, but didn’t have 


as good a match as he’s had in the past, I’m told. 
Long Beach was a very good team,” he added. 
“We won that match 3-1, and it was the best 
match we played.” 

No matter what the competition in California, 
Danyluk and his team feel well-equipped to 
handle whatever the rest of the season, and post- 
season, brings them. 

The Bears will meet the 2-10 Calgary Dinos 
this weekend in the Main Gym. While the Dinos 
haven't been able to get a win against the Bears 
yet this season, Danyluk insists that his team 
won't be taking anything for granted. 

“Calgary's got some pretty good athletes, they 
just struggle putting really good matches together,” 
said Danyluk. “The trouble with this conference is 
that anybody can do that on any given day. 


“It’s a constant progression 
from the beginning of the year. 
We just keep getting better, 
and if things keep going this 
way, Calgary had better be 
ready. Because we are.” 
ALEX GAUMONT-CASIAS 


“We need to serve tough, and if we can do 
that, then defensively we're pretty good,” he 
said, explaining the Bears’ game plan. “That puts 
teams under a lot of pressure.” 

His team didn’t seem to be showing any 
nerves going into the match-up either, sure that 
the work they have put in will pay off for them 
this weekend, and hopefully through to the play- 
offs in March. 

“It’s a constant progression from the begin- 
ning of the year. We just keep getting better, 
and if things keep going this way, Calgary had 
better be ready,” said Gaumont-Casias. “Because 
we are.” 


Volleyball Pandas putting recent losses behind them, focussing on Dinos 


ANDREW RENFREE 
Sports Staff 


Things were looking fairly rosy for the Pandas 
volleyball team as 2005 drew to a close. Alberta 
had won nine out of ten conference games, and 
was ranked as the nation’s second-best women’s 
volleyball team. The Pandas looked poised to 
roll into the new year leading the Canada West 
Division, but the Trinity Western Spartans burst 
Alberta’s bubble with back-to-back victories one 
week into 2006. 

TWU was ranked eighth in the country when 
they handed the Pandas 3-2 and 3-0 losses on 
consecutive nights, dropping Alberta's confer- 
ence record to 9-3 on the year. The Spartans may 
have been underrated at the start of the season, 
but their success over Alberta has garnered them 
a first-place spot in the Canada West Division. 

“T wouldn't want to take anything away from 
Trinity; they’re a better team than most people are 
giving them credit for,” said Pandas head coach 
Laurie Eisler. “My experience, whenever we've 
played them in their home gym, is that they've 
played really well. There’s no shame, necessarily, 
in losing to [Trinity Western], but we also didn’t 
play very well. The good news is that we saw it 
early enough to be able to make corrections.” 

Alberta will be looking at this upcoming week- 
end against the University of Calgary Dinos as an 
opportunity to bounce back from the disappoint- 
ing matches they had to start the year. Eisler says 
that her squad is eager to get back on the court, 
and that the matches this weekend could have a 
big impact on the division's final standings. 

“We wouldn't want a bye right now; we want 
to get back on the court, exorcise some of those 
demons and get some good feelings back,” she 
said. “There is a potential for either team [this 


weekend] to create some separation in the 
standings with two wins—a split keeps us close 
together still.” 

Any Battle of Alberta is guaranteed to be heated, 
but Eisler says that the rivalry between the Pandas 
and Dinos is tough to match, fuelled by the fact 
he Pandas have often played second fiddle to the 
Dinos in recent years at the CIS national champi- 
onships: Calgary captured the 2004 gold medal, 
besting the favoured Pandas 3-1 in the final. It 
was the same story in 2005, as the Dinos beat 
the Pandas in the Canada West championship 
3-0, and then bumped Alberta off of the medal 
podium a few weeks later with a 3—1 victory to 
claim the bronze medal. 

“Calgary is a very good team that is always 
tough to play,” Eisler said, adding that it has 
been frustrating playing against this strong 
Calgary team the last couple of years. “We have 
a healthy respect for [the Dinos] and we know 
that we can never look past them. We're two 
strong teams fairly close geographically, so we 
make each other better. Someone’s got to be the 
loser, and we've had our fair share of the losses 
over the last couple of years and certainly that’s 
motivation this weekend—a lot of pride is on 
the line.” 

Despite suffering two unexpected losses, the 
Pandas have a couple of cards up their sleeves 
against the Dinos this upcoming weekend. 
Alberta played their southern rivals in two regu- 
lar-season matches in mid November and won 
them 3-0 and 3-1. Another advantage for Alberta 
this weekend is that Calgary will be playing with- 
out two-time CIS MVP Joanna Niemczewska, 
who suffered a knee injury this summer. Dinos 
head coach Kevin Boyles announced earlier this 
week that Niemczewska would not compete for 
the remainder of the season due to her injury. 


i 


“T coached Joanna one summer with the 
National B-team,” said Eisler. “She’s an out- 
standing athlete and has really frustrated us for 
the last four years. The one consolation I take is 
that she played on the Canadian National A-team 
this summer and frustrated the Cubans and the 
Americans, so it’s not just us that have had trou- 
ble with her.” 
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MOVING FORWARD The Pandas volleyball team was taken by surprise by Trinity Western recently. 


If history is any indication, the Pandas and 
Dinos will likely clash again this year in the 
national finals, which will be held in Calgary 
this year. This weekend’s matches will be the last 
time the Battle of Alberta heats up on the volley- 
ball court before the post-season. 

Opening serve will be at 6:15 tomorrow night 
and 8:15 Saturday in the Main Gym. 
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— restaurant & bar 


SATURDAY JANUARY 14TH 
ANTIFREEZE WRAP UP FEATURING: 
MOBILE 


with ARMCHAIR CYNICS (604 RECORDS) & 


COLUMBUS 

TICKETS ARE $7 IN ADVANCE FOR ANTIFREEZE PARTICIPANTS, AND 
$10 FOR GENERAL STUDENT PUBLIC, AT HUB,SUB,CAB,ETLC DESKS 
AND THE POWERPLANT WWW.MYSPACE.COM/AREYOUMOBILE 


FRIDAY JANUARY 20TH 
ENGINEERING WEEK WRAP UP PARTY 
FEATURING: TUPELO HONEY 


with MURDER CITY SPARROWS & THE ENG WEEK 


BOTB WINNER 
TICKETS ARE $10 IN ADVANCE. TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE AT HUB, SUB, CAB, 
ETLC INFO DESKS & THE POWERPLANT 


SATURDAY JANUARY 21ST 
THE TAYLOR DONS 


with EVERYOTHER & A FISTFULL OF NICE 
TICKETS ARE $8 AT THE DOOR 


FRIDAY JANUARY 27TH 
STEPHEN FRANKE AND THE NOISES 
FROM THE TOOLSHED 


with SLOWCOASTER & SMORGASBORD 
TICKETS $8 AT THE DOOR. 


SATURDAY JANUARY 28TH 
RED SHAG CARPET CD RELEASE 


with THE CROOKS & MATT OHAL AND THE 
CHANDELIERS 

TICKETS ARE $10 IN ADVANCE. TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE AT HUB, SUB, CAB, 
ETLC INFO DESKS (U OF A CAMPUS), THE POWERPLANT (U OF A CAMPUS), 
BLACKBYRD, MEGATUNES, AND LISTEN RECORDS 


WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 1ST 
WIL with SHAUN VERREAULT (OF 
WIDE MOUTH MASON) 


with FOREVER AND A DAY 

TICKETS $12 IN ADVANCE, AND ARE AVAILABLE AT TICKETMASTER, 
BLACKBYRD MYOOZIK, LISTEN RECORDS, MEGATUNES, HUB, SUB, CAB, 
E.T.L.C. INFO DESKS, AND THE POWERPLANT. 


FRIDAY FEBRUARY 3RD 
MAPLE MUSIC RECORDING ARTIST 
RIDLEY BENT 


with THE PARAMEDICS 

TICKETS ARE $10 1N ADVANCE, AND ARE AVAILABLE AT TICKETMASTER, 
BLACKBYRD MYOOZIK, LISTEN RECORDS, MEGATUNES, HUB, SUB, CAB, 
E.T.L.C. INFO DESKS, AND THE POWERPLANT. 


Doors @ 8pm. No Minors 
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TEST TIME The Bears hockey team is back in action this weekend as they host the Manitoba Bisons for a pair of games. 


Sorochan and hockey Bears ready for Bisons 


ROSS PRUSAKOWSKI 


Sports Staff 


With the start of the winter semester, 
students across campus are feeling 
the pressure, but no one is facing it 
as much as the Golden Bears hockey 
team as the second-half of the season 
gets underway. Welcoming the rest of 
the CIS to their home ice when they 
host nationals in March is bound to 
be stressful enough, but as defending 
national champions, Alberta will have 
a little more weight on their shoul- 
ders, as they hope to be back in the 
gold medal game at Rexall Place. 

Should the Bears get there again this 
year, it shouldn't surprise anyone if 
the goalie minding the Bears net was 
last seen in that building sporting the 
colours of the Edmonton Oilers. 

“I was an Oilers season ticket holder 
for 17 years,” said first-year Bears goal- 
tender and Edmonton native Aaron 
Sorochan. 

That fact wouldn't make him stand 
out in a diehard hockey market like 
Edmonton, where any number of fans 
could say the same thing; the fact that 
he was selected by the Oilers to partici- 
pate in their training camp this fall and 
given a chance to land a pro contract 
after coming off of five years playing in 
the Western Hockey League does. 

“Being part of the training camp 
was something special and I think 
that’s all you can say. Not too many 
kids get to try out for an NHL team 
and I was one of those few kids who 


could and who grew up watching the 
Oilers. To sit in that dressing room 
was something really special.” 

While the Oilers eventually released 
the 2004/05 WHL Eastern Conference 
Goalie of the Year and first-team all- 
star, their loss has been the Bears’ 
gain, as Sorochan has settled comfort- 
ably into a starting role with the third- 
ranked Bears. However, this wasn’t 
until after he made his first appear- 
ance in front of the Clare Drake faith- 
ful—while wearing the opponent's 
jersey during the Oilers rookie game. 


“Not too many kids get 
to try out for an NHL 
team and I was one 
of those few kids who 
could and who grew up 
watching the Oilers.” 


AARON SOROCHAN 
GOLDEN BEARS GOALIE 


“Tt was weird,” laughed Sorochan. “I 
didn’t think my first game in that arena 
would be on the visitor’s bench.” 

From his stellar pre-season per- 
formance against the NCAA's highly 
touted University of Minnesota to his 
shutting down of the Calgary Dinos 
last weekend, where he stopped 55 of 
the 58 shots he faced, Sorochan and 
teammate Blake Grenier have become 


one of the best goaltending tandems 
in CIS. If not for the steady goalten- 
ding they've provided for an Alberta 
team who's “bread and butter” is 
defence, according to head coach Eric 
Thurston, the Bears would be much 
further from the top of the Canada 
West standings than their current 
second-place. 

“Both of our goalies have played 
very well, and [Sorochan] has been 
tremendous,” said Thurston. “Your 
goaltender is your best penalty killer, 
and when teams dump the puck into 
our zone, [Sorochan] does a good job 
of being quick to get out of his net and 
clearing the puck back out. He also 
gives up very few rebounds, and if 
there is one, it’s usually sitting in the 
corner and our defencemen are able 
to play it.” 

Having a goaltender with that 
rebound control has been a mas- 
sive advantage for an injury-depleted 
Bears team who managed to ice a 
full roster for practice on Monday for 
the first time since the beginning of 
the season. That bodes well for their 
weekend series when they welcome 
the University of Manitoba to town 
for games on Friday and Saturday. 
The games this weekend also provide 
Sorochan, the Canada West athlete of 
the week, an opportunity to improve 
his reputation and establish himself as 
one of the top goalies in CIS. 

The Bears will face-off with the 
Bisons on Friday and Saturday night at 
7:30pm at Clare Drake Arena. 
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Point-counterpoint: Major League Baseballs playoff format 


Baseball regular season is too long, playoffs too short 


ANDREW 
RENFREE 


Point 


There are a lot of special things about the month 
of October—it’s the only time of the year where 
it’s acceptable to dress up in drag and steal candy 
from children. It also happens to be the month 
that the World Series is played. Now, while not 
everyone lusts for baseball as much they used 
to, sports fans can recognize a thrilling sporting 
event when we see it. The only problem is that 
the excitement of the MLB playoffs is short-lived 
and needs to be altered to include more teams. 

Some people find it difficult to sit through nine 
innings of America’s pastime, let alone 162 games 
inaseason. However, at the risk of a verbal thrash- 
ing from baseball purists, I’m willing to say that 
the World Series should be expanded to include 
16 teams like the NHL and NBA playoffs do. Look 
at it this way—of the eight teams that made the 
baseball playoffs last year, five returned this year, 
meaning that only three new teams made it. Not 
only is that rather redundant, but it also excludes 
teams from the playoffs that are good, but not 
that good. Consider the Blue Jays, for example. 
They had a decent season this year, but because 
division rivals Boston and New York purchased 
a perennial playoff berth, the Jays didn’t have a 
hope in hell. If you were a Blue Jays fan, why 
would you even bother watching baseball? 

Mr Owen may argue that the current World 
Series format results in the most competitive 
games because only the top teams participate. 
However, I would point out that the current 
format doesn’t even guarantee that the best teams 
play in October. Baseball could at least award the 
best four teams from the American League and 
National League with a playoff spot. In the 2005 
season, the top four teams in the AL did make 
the playoffs, but in the NL the Padres made it, 
despite the fact that the Phillies, Marlins, and 
Mets all played better during the regular season. 
This disproves the argument that the current 
baseball playoff format is the most competitive 
because the division leaders always make the 
playoffs, while better teams are forced to watch 
from their living rooms. If the Yankees, Blue Jays, 


Red Sox, and Orioles are the best four teams in 
the American League, then they should make 
the playoffs, despite being in the same divi- 
sion. In hockey, two seasons before the lockout, 
the Oilers, Canucks, Avalanche and Wild, all of 
whom play in the northwest division, made the 
playoffs. Hockey’s format allows teams to focus 
on their record versus the whole conference, not 
just the division. 


Baseball's playoff format 
severely limits the chance of 
an underdog making it to the 
World Series. 


Baseball’s playoff format severely limits the 
chance of an underdog making it to the World 
Series. Consider the last three years in the NHL 
playoffs, where Carolina, Anaheim, and Calgary 
all came within a pubic hair of winning the 
Stanley Cup. This wouldn’t have happened if 
hockey had the format that MLB employs. 

To compensate for an extended playoff and 
to ensure that baseball isn’t a year-long spec- 
tacle, MLB could shorten the regular season by 
20 games. The proportion of playoff to regular 
season games is much lower in baseball than it 
is in other professional sports. The MLB playoffs 
account for about 10 per cent of the total games 
played. The NHL, NBA and NFL seasons, on the 
other hand, consist of about 25 per cent playoffs. 
The post-season is the most exciting part of any 
sport, so increasing its length while decreasing 
the excruciatingly long regular season would 
make baseball more enjoyable. Inter-divisional 
games are competitive and hot tickets for fans, 
but do the Jays really have to play the Yankees 18 
times in a season? Division rivals could play each 
other 15 or 16 times and that would free up about 
twelve games. Also, Toronto could give up three 
of nine games against weaker American league 
rivals such as Kansas City, Seattle or Detroit. This 
would free up another nine games, more or less 
equalling an extended playoff. 

Expanding the World Series could make 
it the best sporting event of the fall season, 
but in all honesty, a game that’s been around 
for more than 100 years isn't likely to 
change. I guess next Halloween I'll have to 
don my wig again and steal treats from the 
youngsters. 


and we'll show you the CASH! 


o 


$750 Tuition Voucher and a 


$ 100 Textbook Voucher 


mpliments of HUB Merchants and the U of A ao 


[Compliments of HUB Merchants] 


Hair & Body Care P 
a Coca-Cola Meer Pack 


ne id 


Parking for Two Months OR ET: 5 Psd for 
4 months and a HUB Mall Gift Bag 


lapprox. value $150-$250] Komntint Oo Cee rat Stem 


and HUB Merchants] 


Draw on January 27, 2006 at 3 pm sharp! Prizes must be accepted as awarded and cannot be 
traded for cash. Call 492-2241 for details or go to www.ualberta. 


PAUL 
OWEN 


Counterpoint 


So let me get this straight, Mr Renfree. You 
think that baseball needs to have more teams in 
their playoffs. You're trying to tell me that half 
the teams in the league need to make the post- 
season. You believe that this will lead to a more 
competitive league, where the bubble teams lose 
to those Yankees and Red Sox every single year. 
Puh-lease, heavy on the “Puh.” 

If youre looking for a way to increase parity, 
a quick fix like expanding the playoffs isn’t the 
answer. After all, if there is such a talent gap 
between the haves and have-nots that half the 
playoff teams can be pencilled in before the 
start of the season, then those pencillable teams 
should just win their first round series anyways. 
The 63 per cent of returning teams to the play- 
offs isn’t even ‘that different from the 16-team 
playoff leagues that you crave to emulate. In 
2004/05, 69 per cent of NBA teams made their 
second-straight playoff appearance, and in 
2003-04, 75 per cent of NHL teams returned to 
the post-season. 

In fact, by maintaining their elitist playoff 
schedule, the league is in fact encouraging 
teams to make themselves more competitive. 
I highly doubt the 80-82 Blue Jays would be 
facing a payroll increase from $50 million to 
$80 million if they had been able to slide into 
the playoffs by consistently finishing third 
in their division, 10-15 games back. Maybe 
there’s a problem with the fact that you need 
to spend $80 million to make the playoffs, 
but the implementation of a salary cap would 
be a much more effective way to fix this, not 
to mention a better long-term option for the 
game. 

A longer playoff schedule would also mess 
with baseball’s already ungodly season. The 
season already stretches from late February— 
when pitchers and catchers report to training 
camp—to late October, and that’s not even 
including the offseason ball that some of them 
play. 162 games is a long schedule as well, but 
the elimination of games isn’t really a viable 


Located in SUB 


Bigger playoffs just means more losers; keep things the same 


option. The unbalanced schedule and inter- 
league play are two things that the fans want. 
They create better rivalries and match-ups. 
The fact that the Yankees and Red Sox play 20 
times a year is one of the factors that makes 
the last weekend of the season mean some- 
thing. Neither New York nor Boston would 
have played with as much desperation during 
the last weekend if they were both already free 
and clear into the playoffs. 


Maybe there’s a problem with 
the fact that you need to 
spend $80 million to make 
the playoffs, but the 
implementation of a salary 
cap would be a much more 
effective way to fix this, not to 
mention a better long-term 
option for the game. 


Maybe sometimes an injustice such as San 
Diego making the playoffs this season will 
happen, but these same things are bound to 
happen in a larger playoff tree as well: divi- 
sion winners always make the playoffs. Teams 
that didn’t belong were mercilessly spanked in 
the first round. They had underdog potential, 
and were fun to watch through the season, 
but when it came down to running with the 
big guns, they didn’t have the talent to make 
it. Bottom line, they don’t belong in the post- 
season. 

Also, baseball’s playoffs, unlike hockey’s, 
eliminates the underdog effect. All you need 
is one hot goalie to win in the NHL playoffs, 
whereas you need to have two great pitchers on 
your team to win the World Series. If you had 
what it takes to be a good playoffs MLB team, 
you have what it takes to make it there. Add this 
to the fact that the underdog—or wildcard— 
has won the last three World Series, including 
Boston’s miraculous comeback in 2004 and 
Florida’s stunning of the Yankees in 2001, and 
you have a great set-up that makes it possible 
for some surprises along the way. The playoff 
system isn’t broke; why should we waste our 
time trying to fix it? 
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‘PRESENTS 


SUN DAY 
FEBRUARY 


STH 2006 


ARTS & CRAFTS 


) 7 Sic Thes : on the 
WITH THURSTON REVIVAL EAgineerlig Week Battle of the Bands 


Biocon nee Eno bY 20th 


2ND FLOOR STUDENTS’ UNION BLDG AO SSM AS ERC’ ot $ 8:000m. f 
UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA CAMPUS WWW.ARTS-CRAFTS.CA C Omin 


ALL maa eiee: DOORS @ 7:00 PM WWW.SU-VENUES.CA a he rowe Tp Ic fe nt 


TICKETS ARE $17.50 IN ADVANCE 
AVAILABLE AT TICKETMASTER, BLACKBYRD 


MYOOZIK, LISTEN RECORDS, MEGATUNES, DiNWOODIE GAY 


HUB, SUB, CAB, & ETLC INFO DESKS, lounge 
AND THE POWERPLANT ee 


WUEWEEKLY "Arts 


WWW.SU-VENUES.CA 
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GRAPPLING WITH NEW CHALLENGES The Bears and Pandas wrestling teams will be in action at home this weekend. 


“FILE PHOTO: GREENIAUS 


Wrestlers ready for weekend competition 


ANDREW RENFREE 
Sports Staff 


As Canadian politicians battle for votes 
in the upcoming election, University 
of Alberta wrestlers have been bat- 
tling on the mat in preparation for the 
U of A Invitational and Golden Bear 
Open tournaments this weekend in 
the Butterdome. 

While Alberta has had several tour- 
naments on the road this season, this 
weekend will mark the first time 
that the Pandas and Bears will get a 
chance to grapple on their own mats. 
Competing in front of a home crowd 
is a welcome relief for Alberta head 
coach Vang Ioannides, who notes that 
the Bears have performed decently 
this season, but a young Pandas team 
has struggled in the early going. 

“I was pretty excited about the per- 
formance of the men’s team in the 
first half of the year, but our women’s 
team is really, really young and hasn't 
performed as well as I had hoped,” 
Ioannides said. “We've got a lot of 
work to do [on the women’s side] and 
it’ll be a fairly challenging year.” 

Most of the 2005/06 Alberta wom- 
en’s wrestling roster is in their first year 
of CIS eligibility, with only Jennifer 
Obst having any experience wrestling 
at the university level. Last season, the 
Pandas recorded an impressive fourth- 
place finish, mostly because of Erica 
Sharp and Heidi Kulak, who won 
gold and silver medals, respectively. 
Both are no longer eligible to wrestle 
at the university level, but they have 
each transitioned into assistant coach- 
ing roles this season for the Pandas. 
Ioannides looks to these veterans to 


provide guidance for his inexperi- 
enced team. 

“We need to have some of our 
leaders on the women’s side step up 
and say, ‘Look girls, this is how it’s 
done.’ I'm looking to Heidi Kulak and 
Erica Sharp to kind of pull the girls 
along,” said Ioannides. “Erica just 
returned from knee surgery, so I’m 
expecting that just having her back in 
the room will really help the girls to 
recognize what it takes to progress at 
this level.” 

Both Sharp and Kulak are still 
competing for the U of A club team 
this year. Club athletes will be com- 
peting this weekend against other 
clubs from across the country in the 
Golden Bear Invitational, which will 
take place on Saturday. Many of the 
participants in that tournament are 
national-calibre athletes and perhaps 
even future Olympians. Despite the 
fact that Sharp and Kulak don’t still 
compete at the varsity level, Ioannides 
says that they are strong role models 
for the Pandas. 

“A lot of the girls on our team are 
trying to make the transition from 
high school wrestling, or from not 
having wrestled in a couple of years. 
At this level, you have to be tough and 
tenacious and those are two things 
that Erica Sharp and Heidi Kulak are,” 
he said. 

Both the Bears and Pandas will be 
heading into this weekend short- 
handed. A flu bug has been circulat- 
ing and some of the wrestlers may be 
unable to compete. To make matters 
worse, two Bears have decided to opt 
out of the remaining tournaments, 
leaving two weight classes empty. 


Ioannides says that this is the time of 
year when the athletes decide whether 
to continue wrestling because they can 
compete in two tournaments without 
using up a year of eligibility. Despite 
the depleted rosters, the 14-year head 
coach looks at the U of A Invitational 
as a chance for some of his young ath- 
letes to get valuable CIS experience. 

“I expect that the people who have 
experience will do well this weekend 
and for some of the others who are just 
gaining experience it’s really about get- 
ting as many matches as possible,” he 
said. “The minimum our varsity ath- 
letes will get is five matches and some 
guys could get as many as twelve. To 
get that kind of volume is really impor- 
tant for us, especially because we're 
basically one month from the Canada 
West championships. Obviously we'd 
prefer to win every weight class, but 
what's important to us this weekend is 
gaining the experience.” 

The U of A invitational will also 
mark the return of Bears captain 


Jared Wall, who has spent the last few 


months travelling and taking an out- 
door education course in New Zealand. 
Regardless of how Alberta fares this 
weekend, Ioannides is confident it will 
be exciting for fans, who are invited to 
attend the matches Saturday through 
Sunday free of charge. 

“[Fans will] see the highest calibre 
of wrestling that they are ever going 
to see in Edmonton this weekend. 
If anybody wants to have some fun 
for a couple of hours on Friday or 
Saturday night they can come in and 
watch something that will be a little 
bit different from the average specta- 
tor sport.” 


A Unique Student Dormitory 
in the Heart of Edmonton 
9916 110 Street (viewing by appointment only) _ 


St.Vital 


Three storey historical building 
Furnished rooms from $200.00 to $450.00 per month 


¢ One LRT stop from the U of A and one LRT stop from 
Grant MacEwan College. 

e Two blocks from major grocery store and over a dozen restaurants 
within a 10 minute walk. 

e A block and a half north of the North Saskatchewan River 
and a block and a half south of Jasper Avenue. 


e Free laundry facilities 

e Each floor has a TV room and a study room 

e Internet access (wireless and cable) 

¢ Recreation/Games Room 

¢ Dining room (microwave ovens & vending machines) 
¢ Food services possible depending on demand. 

¢ Limited parking available at extra cost. 


For information and viewing appointment 
call 988-2003 or e-mail info@koradian.com 


a : 
Fly for FREE to London 


when you buy one of the following Contiki tours 
departing Canada by May 23/06: 


m European Explorer 
= Ultimate European 


= European Adventurer 
= 47-Day Camping 


Or fly at special discounted rates 

when you buy other selected Contiki tours 
departing Canada by May 23/06 — ask your 
Travel CUTS consultant for more details. 


BOOK EARLY... 


Applicable tours must be booked and paid in full between Jan.02 - March 31/06. Space is limited, and may 
sell out before this date. Weekend surcharges, taxes, and other government/airline/service fees not 
included. Vatid jonal Stud dentity Card (ISIC) required. Terms & condi apply. 


Travel CUTS is owned and operated by the Canadian Federation of Students. _ 


¢u TRAVEL CUTS 


See the world your way 


Students’ Union Building 
UofA 


492-2592 www.travelcuts.com 


Present this coupon and buy one 
regular ice cream cone, with mixin, 
and get a second cone of equal or lesser 
value free! Limit one per customer. 
Not valid with any other offer. 

Expires February 28, 2006. 


ice CResm 
Just the way you like # 


Valid only at Whyte Ave. (& 104" Street), 433-3636. 
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You don't 
have to stop 
him. 


Kobe, what have you done to yourself? 


Be 


e 


Just write 


Dear Kobe Bryant, 

You may not remember me, but 
back in the day we were pretty tight. 
I was there when you were a kid and 
your dad was bouncing around the 
league as a player in the NBA. I saw the 
way you looked when you watched 

: j him playing and I heard you tell all 
GATEWAY SPORTS r a the other kids on your block that your 
Dad was the best basketball player in 
the world. I was also there when you 
would tell yourself that you were 
going to be like your Dad when you 
grew up. 

I remember how you couldn't bring 
yourself to look at the kids on your »' Mi | / \ 
block when your Dad finished his final r : l oO Mon 
season in the NBA; he wasn’t the best — i : 
in the world, after all. Fortunately, you 
*s didn’t have to deal with those kids, 


P tf ’ ee pages because you and your family moved 
in case there’s something you care about toy Maly He Aer en aut Dae 


besides fish genes in your tomatoes* basketball career. 

‘5 Across the ocean, things were cool 
“se for the next few years. Your father was 
a star, playing for some of the nation’s 
top pro teams. You learned how to tell i é ‘id 
your new friends that your Dad was A GH a 
the best in a new language; and when io rk me i a ae. 
you picked up the ball, people saw — BRIGHTER DAYS Coming out of high school, the world was Kobe Bryant's. 
something special in you too. 

When you were about to start junior Merion High, a posh prep school in championship in five years, you'd had 
high, the Bryant family packed their the Philly “burbs. But Duke and lessons enough. It was here that you and I 
bags and you all moved back to Philly, in life from coach Krzyziewski were _ parted ways. 


about him. 


Meetings Tuesdays 
at 5pm 


the city you were born in. Through never an option to you. Over the last two seasons, I’ve 

the next five years, thanks to your It was in the weeks that led up to watched from afar. I've watched you 

Se drive and ability with the ballin your the 1996 draft that I started to wonder drive your teammate, the most domi- 

winter ‘06 fund ing deadline hands, your name would surpass that about you, Kobe. Rumours circulated _ nant player of this basketball era, from 
for working groups projec ee of your father’s by the time you werea that you'd be drafted by Charlotte. You Venice Beach to Miami. I saw your 

2 fies. senior in high school. objected, saying if they picked you, coach, the one who guided you to all 

events and conferences pia Maybe that was part of the problem. you'd demand a trade. Sure enough, —_ of your championships, leave the team 


Maybe you had too much success, with the 13th pick, you became a_ out of frustration. I've watched you 
too much media attention too soon. Hornet. Shortly after, you were dealt physically take the ball out of team- 
I remember sitting in front of the TV to LA. When the word came through mates hands just to force up a shot 
with you, watching the replay of the to your family, aka the Bryant Camp, __ over triple-teams; though I've gat to 
McDonald’s All-American HighSchool a satisfied grin stretched across your admit, it does look extra-nice when 
Game in ’96 and how the announcers face. You always liked getting what you hit it over that many defend- 
made you the show’s headliner. They you want. ers. I've watched you have 30-point 
called you the next big thing, and as As the success came through your quarters, 40-, 45-, 50-, even 62-point 
you proceeded to steal the show, they pro career, you continued to worry games—and I’ve watched your team 
called you a lock in this year’s draft, if me. Your skills blossomed, and while flounder in mediocrity the entire 
you chose to skip out on college. you picked up three championships in time. It’s not too late, Kobe. If you ever 
In hindsight, that may have been _ three years, it was like each one meant —_ want to think of someone other than 
a mistake too. Physically, you were less and less to you. Sure, winning was _ yourself and your place in the record 
there; your body and skillshadskipped good and all, but having all the credit — books, I'd gladly come back to work 
college at some point in high school— __— (and MVP awards) go to Shaquille with you. I'd have to, actually. It’s my 
that much was obvious. It wasn’t like | O’Neal was becoming more insult- job. 
the academic side of school gave you ing with every year you improved. 
any trouble either; I mean, you gradu- When the team was its most loaded, Sincerely, 
ated with a 3.3 GPA from Lower- and failed to win that elusive fourth Your last shred of decency. 


*if fish genes in tomatoes ain’t your thing, see www.biofreedom.apirg.org. 


NEED A —_ 
BREAK FROM 
THIS SEAT? 


GOLDEN BEARS & PANDAS SPORTS 
YOUR UNIVERSITY YOUR TEAMS 


WOLF SEAT (5 rReEeAOM.. FF a 
Volleyball : : : _ 


BEAUTY ON _ATBUDerET 


Golden Bears Hockey 


vs Manitoba ; vs Calgary 
Friday & Saturday, January 13&14 : Friday & Saturday, January 13 & 14 
7:30pm : 6:30pm & 8:15pm 
Clare Drake Arena : Main Gym * Haircuts $15 - $25 « First Time Colour - $35 and up » Multi Foil - $60 and up »* Custom Foil - $5 per foil (min. 5 foils) 


U OF A STUDENT TICKETS ONLY 24 ; 
Book your service(s) at the EC Academy 780.409.0222 


Sales Office (W-79) Lower Level Van Vliet Centre or Game Night E o 
aS #300 City Centre East, 3rd Floor City Centre Mall VELINE©@ HARLES 
ACADEMY 


www.pandas.ualberta.ca wow.hears.ualherta.ca Please visit www.evelinecharles.com to view a complete price list. GROWING INDUSTRY LEADERS 
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World juniors gets the red carpet treatment from Canadian fans 


ROSS 
PRUSAKOWSKI 


Sports 
Commentary 


It has become a tradition that manages 
to unite families and an entire nation 
in front of TV screens each and every 
Christmas. It shows us that while 
Canadians are completely indiffer- 
ent towards our political leaders and 
their visions for the country during 
December, the quest of 23 teenagers 
for gold and glory can seize our atten- 
tion like nothing else. But this year the 
World Junior Hockey Championships 
had an added fuel, as it returned to 
Canadian soil for the first time in three 
years. 

Make no mistake though; it’s only 
Canadians that afford hockey—espe- 
cially the World Juniors—such a 
special place in our national con- 
sciousness. One only needs to notice 
the attention (or lack thereof) the 
tournament received in its brief stint 
beyond our borders and the show 
Vancouver put on this year to appreci- 
ate this. 

When it wasn’t held on Canadian 
soil, the tournament managed to 
attract the same level of interest that 
Canadians accord to arena football 
and cricket. If not for roving bands 
of Canadians looking to watch their 
team going for gold in North Dakota 
last year, the arenas there would have 
been devoid of fans and atmosphere. 

Things are a tad different in Canada, 
even when the tournament is being 
staged in a city where youre more 
likely to find ice in your drinks than 
on the ground. In Vancouver, people 
packed the stands, with no fewer 
than 8000 people watching games 
between noted international hockey 
powerhouses Switzerland and Norway 
intently, taking sides and booing the 
officials’ decisions. This was repeated 
nightly, even if Canada wasn’t on the 
program. However, when Canada was 


playing, the true passion we have for 
hockey as a country was on display. 
Despite start times more suited 
to matinee idols on the silver screen 
than junior stars on an ice rink—all 
so TSN could cater to Eastern TV audi- 
ences—hardly a ticket could be found 
in Vancouver to any of the Canadian 
games. These games took on a carnival 
atmosphere, as fans from across the 
country sat together, draped in vari- 
ous versions of team Canada sweaters 
(along with a few misguided souls 
wearing Vancouver Canucks jerseys), 
drank, cheered and jeered the games 
together. The entire arena brimmed 
with nervous energy before every 
puck drop, keenly aware that this 
“Jess-talented” edition of team Canada 
would be in tough to capture gold. 


The “elbow heard 
‘round Vancouver” 
also ensured that the 
crowd's two favourite 
teams in the medal 
round were Canada 
and whoever was play- 
ing the US. 


Yet, as round-robin play progressed 
and the home side managed to dis- 
patch tenacious Finland, a Jamaican- 
bobsled team-esque Norway squad 
and a Switzerland side that seemed 
partial to keeping play in the neu- 
tral zone, the confidence among the 
Canadian hockey faithful grew. After 
every win, fans emptied nightly from 
the antiquated Pacific Coliseum feel- 
ing a high not matched by anything 
sold on the city’s street corners and 
talking about Canadian hockey. 

The tournament managed to cap- 
ture the imagination of the city despite 
the fact that the first few games were 
plagued by officiating so terrible fans 
took to booing penalties called against 
Norway—even while these calls put 
Canada on the powerplay. Tight offici- 


WANTED: Survey Interviewers 


¢ Major social policy research firm in downtown Edmonton 
needs people to conduct nation-wide telephone surveys 


* Bilingualism an asset 


with flexible scheduling 
* 1 block from LRT 


* No experience required, but friendly professional 
communication skills are essential 


¢ Part-time hours available for evenings and weekends, 


YWCA 


EDMONTON 


Your VOTE 
is your VOICE. 


¢ NO SALES OR TELEMARKETING edmonton@ekos.com 
* Starting wage is $10.00/hr OR 408-5233 (fax) 
i i 


A TURNING POINT 
FOR WOMEN 


Canadian women make up 52% of the population. 
Ever wondered what Canada would look like if ALL 
ELIGIBLE WOMEN voted? Log onto: 


www.onewomanonevote.org and compare where 
the parties stand on issues that affect YOU. 


Advance voting dates offered by Elections 
Canada: 

Friday January 13, 2006 

Saturday January 14, 2006 

Monday January 16, 2006 

For more info log onto www.elections.ca 


ating that stifled the play wasn’t what 
the fans were paying for, and there 
were more than a few disgruntled 
patrons in attendance after the first 
few games. Then came the New Year's 
Eve meeting with the US, a game that 
stifled complaints about the officiating 
and illustrated exactly why this tour- 
nament captures Canada’s attention 
like nothing else over the holidays. 

It was a game full of current and 
future NHL first-round draft picks, 
and it was hockey at its finest, full 
of big hits, spectacular goals and 
astonishing displays of skill. In the 
stands, fans cheered and chanted for 
its team with one voice and celebrated 
a Canadian victory with a decibel level 
more often associated with the deto- 
nation of a bomb. This was a reaction 
that the Americans must have been 
used to by the end of the round-robin, 
as the crowds celebrated every goal 
against them as if they were an over- 
time winner, while US goals and wins 
were received in exam-hall silence. 

This would have been the only reac- 
tion the US would have received from 
the stands the whole tournament, ifnot 
for the dirty elbow from US defence- 
man (and moody singer) Jack Johnson 
in respone to Canada’s empty-net goal 
that marred a game that was poetry 
on ice. But, because of the elbow, 
Johnson would be booed heartily for 
the rest of the tournament, receive a 
standing ovation with every trip to the 
penalty box and the US would draw 
the ire of Canadian fans. The “elbow 
heard ‘round Vancouver” also ensured 
that the crowd’s two favourite teams 
in the medal round were Canada and 
whoever was playing the US. 

While this animosity towards 
the Americans didn’t prevent them 
from making the semi-final, they 
would go no further, falling to Russia 
5-1 and missing out on the bronze 
medal thanks to a plucky effort from 
Finland. 

The American meltdown did give 
the fans the last laugh and comment 
on the US effort in the tournament 


though, as they sent the Americans 
back across the border to a few courses 


GOOD FOR GOLD Team Canada got the backing of a nation over the holidays. 


of the “Goodbye Song” and chants of 
“overrated.” The Americans were the 
only team to receive this treatment; 
every other squad received honest ova- 
tions for their hits, goals and awards, 
as the fans showed they can adopt 
nations like Finland as though they 
were wearing the maple leaf on the 
front of their jersey, demonstrating 
that Canadian hockey fans appreciate 
good plays and talent from around the 
world, but detest poor sportsmanship. 

In the end, though, what Canadian 
fans value most of all is gold around 
their players’ necks and their flag 
being raised to the rafters. After more 
than 28 games in ten days and a 50/50 
draw worth $72 000, they got their 
wish. Canada trounced Russia 5—0 
before a crowd of 18 000 red-and- 
white-clad fans at GM Place to capture 
the gold and create a moment so pow- 
erful that some in the stands were left 


shedding tears. A previously unknown 
crop of teenagers showed the power of 
the Canadian jersey as the win united 
a nation and arena, as people whose 
only connection were adjacent seats 
celebrated together like old friends 
and as one, belted out what may be 
the worst rendition of the national 
anthem ever sung. 

Poor group singing, however, was 
overlooked in light of the results of 
the championship game. Canada was 
golden for the second straight year 
and that was all that mattered and 
will be remembered long after the 
days of TV and newspaper cover- 
age bemoaning the lack of talent on 
the team have faded into history. Or 
at least until next December, when 
once again a nation turns its eyes to 
a band of teenagers and expects gold 
in a tournament the rest of the world 
overlooks. 


L'EXPRESS 


Main Floor SUB 


Check out the daily specials 


and weekly menus online at 


www.su.ualberta.ca/lexpress 
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Events — 


Family Feud: Student Edition 
January 19 
12:30 PM at SUBstage 


Board of Governors Decision 
January 20 

8:00 AM, Council Chambers, 
University Hall 


os] Sign our Petition! 


A promise is a promise... Friday, January 13: 


“By the time post-secondary students head back in Table in SUB 
September 2006, Alberta will define a new tuition 

policy for the 21st century. It will be the most Monday, January 16: 
innovative, entrepreneurial, and affordable tuition Table in Tory 

policy in the country... . We will do whatever 

it takes to make sure money isn’t a barrier to Tuesday, January 17: 
attending Alberta’s post-secondary institutions.” Table in Education 


- Premier Ralph Klein Wednesday, January 18: 
February 8, 2005 ‘table in Humanities 
Televised Address 


: Get Involved & Make a Difference! 


Contact Sam Power 
vp.external@su.ualberta.ca. phone at 492-4236 
www.su.ualberta.ca/advocacy 
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entertainment@gateway.ualberta.ca « thursday, 12 january, 2006 


SOCIAL 
INTERCOURSE 


?uestlove 

with Eshod Ibn Wyza Sound System, 
Cadence Weapon and DJ Weaz-el 
Thursday, 12 January at 8pm 

Starlite Room 


Give a few children some rattling toys, and they'll be 
entertained for hours; give some rappers and DJs a 
whole stage, and they'll entertain an audience into 
the wee hours of the morning. 

The Starlite Room is playing host to ?uestlove 
and a multitude of renowned openers this evening. 
?uestlove—which is, indeed, how you spell his 
name—has been around for anumber of years, and 
over the course of his career, the Roots member 
has managed to form a solid reputation as a multi- 
talented producer, drummer and DJ, talents he'll 
be showcasing tonight. With this impressive list of 
credentials, ?uestlove’s performance is bound to 
instantly shake off the back-to-school blues. 


Mobile 

with Armchair Cynics 
Saturday, 14 January at 8pm 
The Powerplant 


If you want to end your first week back with a musi- 
cal bang, make sure you catch Mobile live at the 
Powerplant this upcoming Saturday. 

The Montréal-based quintet is currently touring 
across Canada, and they're burning up the brown, 
snow-lacking grass in their tracks. With their hit 
single “Montréal Calling” dominating airwaves and 
their amazing ability to scoop up top label com- 
panies, mixers and producers for their record, the 
show is guaranteed to be a good way to kick off 
your 2006 concert season. 


The Glass Menagerie 

Written by Tennessee Williams 
5-21 January at 8pm 

Catalyst Theatre 


Remember that Simpsons episode where they 
decide to do a version of Tennessee William's A 
Streetcar Named Desire? “Can’t you hear me yella! 
You're puttingmethrough hella! Stella!”Remember? 
Then you'll have to check out Catalyst Theatre's 
production of Williams’ The Glass Menagerie. 

The play centres on a shy and innocent young 
girl, her independence-seeking brother, and their 
mother who, although she seems to control her 
children’s personal lives, is only trying to look out 
for their best interests. Tennessee Williams’ clas- 
sic script is incredibly character focused, making 
each director's interpretation of the character's 
different. 

Although this version of The Glass Menagerie 
really has nothing to do with The Simpsons, it’s 
interesting to note that, if the almighty Matt 
Groening can incorporate Williams work into his 
infamous shows, then this renowned playwright 
must be able to write some damn good plays. 


AMANDA ASH 
Arts & Entertainment Wizard 


Emo is from Mars, punk-rock is from Mercury 


Edmonton punk rockers Our Mercury return to prominence with their latest album, From Below 


Our Mercury 

with The Pants Situation and Rocky Fortune 
Saturday, 14January at 8pm 

Sidetrack Café 


MICHAEL LAROCQUE 


Entertainment Editor 


When a local band decides to pack up for the big 
city, they're usually on to bigger or better things, 
set to return either on tour or with their guitar 
cases tucked between their legs. For Edmonton 
based punk group Our Mercury, however, their 
year-long excursion to Montréal in 2000 resulted 
in a return to Edmonton that was neither an 
admitted defeat nor a triumphant homecoming. 
Since their return, however, they've scored some 
of their biggest successes to date. 

“We were going to school when we there,” says 
Our Mercury frontman Ben Stevenson. “And it 
was difficult to find time for studies, play shows 
and practice. Montréal was way more segmented, 
so if there was even a little bit of difference in your 
sound with another band, you would never play a 
show with them. It wasn’t like the ‘home’ feeling 
we have here. That was the Montréal experience. 
We enjoyed it, but decided to come back here.” 

Stevenson, along with fellow bandmates Eric 
Budd, John Watson and Daniel Laxer, are no 
rookies to the trials of being in a band. Stevenson 
and Watson were members of the Edmonton 
youngsters Misdemeanor, a punk band whose 
popularity in the mid- to late-’90s led to multiple 
recording efforts and cross-Canada tours. Now 
in their early 20s, the fact that these musicians 
have been making music since their early teens 
have made for relatively seasoned musicians 
amongst bands who are, for the most part, just 
starting out. 

“T think a lot of bands that get together in the 
years after high school and college expect certain 
things, and in general expect a lot more from 


the whole experience,” says Stevenson. “It’s been 
so long for us that I think we have a really sort 
of balanced outlook in it, a very sort of humble 
approach to it. We don’t have any ideas of our 
record being huge or this and that. It would be 
nice to play to a crowd each night all over the 
country, but it’s not something that we think is 
easy to come by, and not something that would 
deter us from doing this if it didn’t happen.” 

But while Our Mercury might not yet be caus- 
ing cross-Canada pandemonium, the group is 
still managing to make a name for themselves 
and quickly expanding outside of Edmonton 
and onto the national scene. After signing to 
Smallman Records in 2005, Our Mercury began 
to prepare for a national release, this February’s 
From Below, the first record for the band that 
would be put out across Canada with significant 


support from a label funding their endeavor. 

“There was a different mentality because of 
it,” admits Stevenson. “We were a lot more care- 
ful to keep them short and from getting away 
from themselves—making every little moment 
matter instead of drawing it out.” 

After years of fine tuning their musicianship 
and their latest effort set to drop at the end of 
February, Stevenson is hoping fans recognize the 
effort the band has put into creating a refined, if 
not overly polished product. 

“I think there are a lot of records out nowadays 
that are really polished, but in a cheap sense. We 
don’t tune the vocals or edit the drums—none of 
that stuff. To me, it was a really an effort to come 
up with a finished feel to things, you know. From 
start to finish that was in my mine and I think this 
record turned out really well.” 


Third world labour ec laes in Workingmans Death 


Workingman’s Death 
Directed by Michael Glawogger 
13-16 September at 7pm 
Metro Cinema 


EDMON ROTEA 
Arts & Entertainment Staff 


Watching a Workingman’s Death is kind of like 
experiencing a National Geographic photo essay. 
Not only will viewers see a close account of a typi- 
cal workday in the developing world, but viewers 
will also be exposed to the vivid imagery associ- 
ated with the dangers and perils that the working 
classes can experience on a daily basis. 

Michael Glawogger’s documentary depicts the 
extent of human survival by showcasing manual 
labour jobs from around the world—jobs that are 
strenuous, backbreaking and dangerous. 

The film, despite a lack of narration and context, 
provides audiences with a visual essay reflecting 
the state of manual labour in five different coun- 
tries. Venues range from the cramped and claus- 
trophobic coal mines of Ukraine, a mountainous 
sulfur volcano in Indonesia, the unsanitary open- 
air slaughterhouses of Nigeria, to the shipwreck 
dismantling yards of Pakistan, where one can 
easily fall to their death with one false step. 

Societal views of labour are even discussed 
amongst steel workers in the People’s Republic of 
China—views that parallel the optimism of 1950s 
post-war German steel workers—where manual 
labour was seen as a vehicle for achieving mod- 
ernism, knowledge, technology, economic pros- 
perity and a “better tomorrow.” 

Throughout the film, the audience is treated to 
scenes of beautiful cinematography and camera 
movements, movements that follow the work- 
ers as they spend endless hours toiling away at 
their labourious jobs to standstill portrait shots of 


workers posing as if they were having their 
picture taken for a photograph. The scenery and 
camera angles are constantly changing, so there is 
never a dull moment as you watch the film. 

However, Workingman’s Death also comes with 
its caveats. Glawogger seems to have a fixation with 
imagery depicting the killing of goats, and the first 
half of a Workingman’s Death is rich with such 
imagery. The film may make many viewers lose 
their appetite—or unable to stomach their pop- 
corn—as they watch the ritual sacrifice of'a goat in 
Indonesia to the slaughter of goats in Nigeria. 

The film’s visual accounts may be too unsettling 
for many viewers, especially those against animal 
cruelty. In one scene, such viewers may grow 
uncomfortable and horrified to discover that a 
cacophony of cries and shrieks don’t emanate 
from the pleas of impoverished Nigerian chil- 


dren, but actually belong to the dozens of young 
goats whose bodies slowly grow lifeless and limp 
as they are whipped, tortured, and bled to death 
after having their throats slit. This scene alone 
makes the documentary bloodier than most of the 
bloody B-grade horror movies—a scene that was 
unnecessarily too long, almost as if it was thrown 
in for pure shock value. 

But then again, Workingman’s Death isn’t just 
social commentary about the state of manual 
labour and poverty in the modern world. It’s a 
documentary that's also about survival; that man 
will do anything necessary to survive even if it 
includes enduring strenuous, back-breaking and 
dangerous labour. Mostly, though, it’s about peo- 
ple’s personal lives and their stories—about how 
the powerful sphere of work can influence both 
one’s lifestyle and worldview. 
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Stryker 

Directed by Noam Gonick 

Starring Kyle Henry, Deena Fontaine 
and Ryan Black 

13,15January at 9:20pm 

Metro Cinema 


ADAM GAUMONT 
Arts & Entertainment Staff 


According to its synopsis, Stryker is 
about the brutal turf wars and racial 
tensions in Winnipeg's North End. 
On screen, however, this film hardly 
accomplishes anything it sets out to. 
Furthermore, little, if any, context 
is given, leaving viewers unfamiliar 
with the setting fairly baffled. It soon 
becomes clear, however, that such 
context isn’t necessary, as the story is 
completely unconvincing and unre- 
alistic anyway. 

There is a fine line between 
depicting real life and perpetuating 
stereotypes, and this movie often 
flirts with crossing it. For instance, 
the Asian gangsters (the “Flips,” or 
Phillippinos) all drive “pimped out” 
Honda Civics, while Mama Ceece 
and her Indian Posse (both real-life 
gangs) are left to waddle around on 
foot—although they somehow still 
end up at their destinations at the 
same time. There are also the “hook- 
ers’ and “hos,” women and trans- 
gendered characters who are mere 
side-characters and sexual objects 
throughout. 

Despite its attempts at realism, 
however, the film fails miserably at 
convincing viewers of the dire ten- 
sions and hostilities that threaten 
Winnipeg in real life. For one thing, 
the “gangs” in this movie all seem to 
have about five or six members each, 
with some topping out at seven or 
eight. What’s more, they all hang 
out together at the same bar, and 
the “Flips” leader, the non-Philipino 
Omar, moonlights as a male pole- 
dancer. Even when they do clash, 
it's a matter of mere fisticuffs, 
with a pool cue or broken bottle 


occasionally thrown into the mix. 
In fact, only three guns are pro- 
duced throughout—none in serious 
confrontations—and the only time 
one is discharged is to destroy a 
beautiful 52-inch plasma TV, surely 
an unnecessary burden on what is 
clearly an extremely low production 
budget. Finally, although the gang- 
sters all appear to be at least 20 years 
old, they get thrown into the “Juvie” 
centre, where the unsupervised out- 
side yard is separated from the rest 
of the world only by a scrawny 
chain-link fence, through which 
Mama Ceece passes them packets of 
cocaine. 


... this is, from the 
acting to the writing to 
verything in between, 
an embarrassingly 
amateurish 
production. Only one 
person in the movie— 
the embattled gang- 
leader Omar, played 
by Ryan Black—has 
any acting experience, 
and it shows. Ironically, 
however, Black is the 
worst actor in the 


The film attempts to show the 
harsh realities of gang life through 
the eyes of the eponymous Stryker, 
a nameless Native teenager who, one 
surmises from his self-appointed 
moniker, is attempting to gain entry 
and acceptance into whatever gang 
will allow him this opportunity. 
As such, one expects him to prove 
himself by committing crimes, 


Gang flick Stryker strikes out 


running drugs or otherwise prov- 
ing his worth. Instead, he simply 
stands back and observes, mingling 
with impunity amongst the various 
rival gangs and occasionally lighting 
things on fire. In fact, he only has 
two lines the entire movie: “Stryker,” 
when asked what his name is, and 
“no,” when, in the closing scene, the 
filmmakers attempt to awkwardly 
insert one final aspect of Winnipeg 
life that they wish to comment on: 
police brutality towards natives. 

If, as this film suggests, the native 
struggle for the reclamation of land 
is now only being played out in 
mindless gangland turf war, then 
it is a sad day for Canada. If this is 
a metaphor of the filmmakers’ own 
creation, however, then it is a sad 
day for Canadian cinema. Either way, 
Stryker is unable to make any coher- 
ent social criticism, instead leaving 
viewers completely underwhelmed 
as to the severity of the situation in 
Winnipeg, which apparently pales to 
the situations in Toronto, Vancouver, 
or even Edmonton—and nobody's 
making a movie about how rough it 
is in E-town. 

Make no mistake: despite being 
screened at an art-house theatre, this 
is, from the acting to the writing to 
everything in between, an embar- 
rassingly amateurish production. 
Only one person in the movie—the 
embattled gang-leader Omar, played 
by Ryan Black—has any acting expe- 
rience, and it shows. Ironically, 
however, Black is the worst actor in 
the movie. He’s like a short, dark- 
skinned, less-convincing Vin Diesel, 
and delivers his lines like a badly 
dubbed Bruce Lee foe. 

Films about gang-life such as 
Menace to Society, City of God, or 
even Goodfellas are compelling and 
legitimate because of their realism 
and tragedy. Stryker, on the other 
hand, displays none of these ele- 
ments, and as a result is more like a 
dramatic version of Trailer Park Boys, 
only with fewer guns. 
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More than a gay cowboy movie 


Film about cowboy lovers set to be the most subtle, romantic picture of 2006 


Brokeback Mountain 

Directed byAng Lee 

Starring Heath Ledger.Jake Gyllenhaal, 
Michelle Williams and Anne Hathaway 
NowPlaying 


NICHOLAS TAM 
Arts & Entertainment Staff 


At a stretch, one might conceivably 
think of a handful of valid reasons 
to not see Brokeback Mountain. A 
personal aversion to thirty seconds 
of simulated butt-sex is not one of 
them. To reduce the latest picture 
from director Ang Lee to a taxonomic 
designation—“gay cowboy movie,” for 
instance—would grossly oversimplify 
a bittersweet tale that delights with its 
already simple presentation and vast 
emotional depth. 

The film stars Heath Ledger as Ennis 
Del Mar, a laconic young buckaroo 
armed with a wedding engagement 
and more than his fair share of inner 
demons even before he meets Jack 
Twist (Jake Gyllenhaal), with whom 
he spends the summer of 63 herding 
sheep in the Wyoming Rockies, which 
are themselves very obviously the west- 
of-Calgary Rockies. 

The pace of the movie is slow, and 
the action sparse. The first act consists 
of pastoral ovine misadventures and 
beans by the campfire, and the blip of 
intensity when Ennis and Jack finally hit 
the sack curiously feels too abrupt, yet 
wholly inevitable. The rest of its 136- 
minute running time, Brokeback fol- 
lows the lives of Ennis and Jack as they 
settle down with wives and children, 


and contend with relationships that are 
increasingly loveless. It proceeds with 
the same methodical patience, but 
drips with ambient dramatic conflict 
that hooks the viewer with concern for 
all the players. 


The story's great 
success is its refusal 

to pass judgment on 
the affair for wrecking 
the marriages, or 

the marriages for 
wrecking the affair. It 
examines both models 
of causality, and does 
not stoop to assign 
blame. 


The effect of the early, immobile part 
of the movie is amplified by contrast, 
and we're reminded of it every time the 
two leads return to the titular moun- 
tain. Here is a movie that takes the 
extramarital affairs of two men, which 
in this case happen to be the same 
affair, and portrays it as a necessary 
escape from an unfulfilling life that is 
itself inescapable. 

The story’s great success is its refusal 
to pass judgment on the affair for wreck- 
ing the marriages, or the marriages for 
wrecking the affair. It examines both 
models of causality, and does not stoop 


to assign blame. Much of the power in 
the film emanates from the standout 
performances from Heath Ledger and 
Michelle Williams, who plays his wife 
Alma, as they collapse under internal- 
ized anxiety. Both of them are, in their 
Own way, victims. 

Most of the communication in this 
movie, and the best of it, is non-verbal; 
Ledger says about as many lines as 
Bambi, but he speaks volumes: The 
rest of the communicative burden is 
carried by a script by Lonesome Dove 
author Larry McMurtry, and is genuine 
without fault. Atop a plaintive score by 
Gustavo Santoalalla that primarily con- 
sists of strumming a solo guitar, and 
modest cinematography by Rodrigo 
Prieto that refuses to be fancy, the tone 
of the production hearkens back to 
Clint Eastwood-directed dramas such 
as Unforgiven. The atmosphere befits 
the remembrances of an aging man 
that regress from nostalgia to regret, 
and this is the aftertaste evoked when 
the credits roll. 

If Brokeback Mountain was merely an 
obtuse statement about a homosexual 
relationship torn apart by bigotry and 
repression, it would not be anything 
special. It is a rewarding experience in 
that it insists on being more. It exam- 
ines how one quest for happiness can 
negate another in a field of prejudices, 
but wisely stops short of judgment. Be 
warned: feeling totally comfortable 
with man-on-man mouth-to-mouth in 
copious quantities won't stop you from 
squirming in your seat, because the 
discomfort of the characters demands 
that much empathy. 
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Syndicate Villain 
Army Of One 

Feel Me records 
wwwfeelmerecords.com 


RACHEL MWESIGYE 
Arts & Entertainment Writer 


There is a profound but important 
difference between bringing the 
hype and faking the hype in hip-hop. 
In light of Syndicate Villain’s stage 
name, and the title of his album, 
Army of One, one might be justified 
in thinking that he is the next lyrical 
revolutioner. 

Ah, think again. 

The 17-track LP sounds like a col- 
lection of filler tracks left over from 
other rappers, like with the cut 
“American Dreams,’ which sounds 
like it just missed the cut of a B-list 
rapper. Beginning with a 35-second 
interlude, the computer-generated 
voice sets the tone for the whole 
album—a manufactured masterpiece. 


Syndicate tries to take on world issues 
with boast-heavy rhymes, even sam- 
pling a post-9/11 speech by George 
W Bush on the track “911,” which 
fails to deliver anything close to what 
could. be called a politically charged 
message. 

Luckily for the 23-year-old self- 
proclaimed “ingenious mind of 
rap, a mediocre classic appears with 
the cut “When We Ride,” featuring 
Amir, that showcases a great mix of 
beats and catchy flavour. The disc’s 
biggest letdown is the braggadocio 
and colourless lyrics that Synidicate 
tries to showcase, proving that an 
Army of One isn’t a force to be reck- 
oned with. 


Books OF ALBERTA 


OOKSTORES 
Yellow Sale 


sale ends January 31, 2006 


Big savings on 250 
excellent titles 
Spanning the spectrum 
of Mathematics! 


2) Springer 


the language of science 


textbooks not included; in-store stock only; cannot be combined with any other offer; while supplies last 


www.bookstore.ualberta.ca 


166 Students’ Union Building Tel: 780.492.4215 or 1.888.933.9133 


The world is waiting for you. 


What are you waiting for? 
Take a Gap Year Abroad! Experience the world. 


Travel CUTS has been offering independent travel 
options and specialized programs for over 35 years. 


- work in a cafe in Australia 

- volunteer to build a school in Costa Rica. 
- teach English in Thailand 

- learn to speak Spanish in Madrid 


WORK ¢ VOLUNTEER © TEACH ¢ LEARN @ LIVE ¢ PLAY 


www.travelcuts.com 

Www.swap.ca 
www.volunteerabroad.ca 
www. studyingabroad.ca 


72 TRAVEL CUTS 


of Students. SWAP is a not-for-profit program of 
da division of Travel CUTS. 


gapyecrabroad.ca 


Travel CUTS is owned & op d by the Canadian Fed: 
he Canadian Federation of St 


STUDENTS: 
Nominations are invited for the 2005/2006 
Faculty of Science Award for Excellent Teaching 


Some previous winners: 

2004/2005 - Dr. Alkiviathes Meldrum, Physics 

2004/2005 - Dr. Gerda deVries, Mathematical and Statistical Science 
2003/2004 ~ Dr. Ted Lewis, Mathematical and Statistical Sciences 
2003/2004 - Dr. Edward Lozowski, Earth and Atmospheric Sciences 
2002/2003 - Dr. A. Mar, Chemistry 

2002/2003 ~ Dr. P, Fedorak, Biological Sciences 

2002/2003 -- Dr. M. Shirvani, Mathematica) & Statistical Sciences 


Nomination Procedures; A letter of nomination signed by at least 10 undergraduate students plus any 
supporting material, which is thought to be appropriate. should be submitted to the Chair of the Award for 
Excellent Teaching Committee for cach nominee. The appropriate science department will ensure that all 
nominations are fully documented before submission to this Committee. 


Eligibility: Nominees for the Faculty of Science Award for Excellent Teaching must have held a full 
time Faculty appointment in the Faculty of Science at this University for at least five years prior to 
nomination. Previous Winner(s) of the award are excluded from further i 


Students can also nominate Professors from a Faculty other than Science to receive a Certificate for 
Excellent Teaching (details are available from CW223 Biological Sciences Building). 


Contact the Chair of the Faculty of Science Award for Excellent Teaching 
Committee: 
Dr, Brenda Leskiw, Associate Dean 
Faculty of Science 
CW223 Biological Sciences Building 


DEADLINE FOR NOMINATIONS: 
JANUARY 20, 2006 
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Tristans realism conquers ‘Hollywood polish’ 


Tristan &Isolde 
Directed by Kevin Reynolds 
Starring James Franco and 
Sophie Myles 

Opens Friday, 13January 


PATRICK ROSS 
Arts & Entertainment Staff 


If anything in film is currently as 
popular as medieval historical epics, 
it’s certainly tragic romance. What 
with films like Revenge of the Sith, 
Troy, or King Kong (if you buy into 
the film’s not-so-subtle overtones of 
monkey lovin’), Romeo and Juliet- 
style romances are currently all the 
rage. Enter Tristen & Isolde: the 
re-telling of an ancient British tale 
(also the one-time subject of an opera 
by Wagner). 


Director Kevin 
Reynolds performs a 
precarious juggling 
act between the grim 
reality of the dark 

ages and traditional 
Hollywood polish. 
While the characters 
in the film are all gifted 
with absolutely perfect 
hair, the blood still 


flows openly and freely. 


Tristan (James Franco) is an intense 
young man who early on in the film 
witnesses the murder of his father— 
who had attempted to unite the four 
tribes of Britain (Celt, Anglo, Saxon 
and Jutes)—by Irish raiders. Tristen 
is taken to live at Cornwall with 
Lord Marke, the prospective King of 
Britain, who raises him as his own 
son. Years later, when the Irish return 
and raze Cornwall, the film’s tragic 
events begin to unfold. 

Across the sea in Ireland, Isolde— 


portrayed by the exquisite Sophia 
Myles—lives under the thumb of her 
father, King Donica. Donica is a ruth- 
less, grim and inhuman man, con- 
sumed by a lust for power and tribute 
that borders on demonic. Isolde, 
however, is a warm and caring young 
woman, traits she credits to the influ- 
ence of her mother. 

It comes to pass that Isolde is 
betrothed to Donica’s best general, 
a dark, brutish man who resorts to 
poisoning the blade of his sword 
to ensure that his opponents die. 
However, when Donica sends him 
to sack Cornwall, he unknowingly 
sends him to his death at the hand of 
Tristan. 

Tristan, however, is afflicted with 
the man’s poison, and is thought 
dead by his comrades. He is given 


: moire 
~ 20 mee 


a Viking-esque king’s funeral that 
fatefully deposits his not-quite-dead 
body on the shores of Ireland and in 
the hands of Isolde, who nurses him 
back to health. 

What follows is a fairly formulaic 
love story, which is probably to be 
expected, as this is a tale that is fairly 
ancient in its own right, followed by 
a “love gone wrong due to mistaken 
identity” tale that is nearly as formu- 
laic. In the end, the love shared by 
Tristan and Isolde threatens all they 
hold dear, which is probably a good 
thing, because there wouldn't be 
much a story to tell otherwise. 

Director Kevin Reynolds performs 
a precarious juggling act between 
the grim reality of the dark ages 
and traditional Hollywood polish. 
While the characters in the film are 


all gifted with absolutely perfect 
hair, the blood still flows openly and 
freely. For those hapless Spider Man 
geeks who are itching to see Franco 
(AKA Harry Osborne) do battle, 
your wish will be fulfilled in this 
movie. 

All joking aside, Tristan & Isolde 
actually turns out pretty well. Its diz- 
zying panoramic wide shots of Britain 
and Ireland establish an immediate 
sense of authenticity in the film’s set- 
ting, and Franco manages to bring 
the same acting skills he showed in 
Spiderman and The Great Raid to this 
movie, which is notably different 
than anything he has yet performed 
in. It’s no Gladiator, but it also stands 
well above other flops like Troy and 
Kingdom of Heaven, making Tristan 
& Isolde well worth seeing. 


RayJ 

Raydiation 

Knockout Entertainment 
www.rayj.com 


RACHEL MWESIGYE 
Arts & Entertainment Writer 


There is a new breed of young R&B 
males taking over the music indus- 
try, but before them appeared on the 
charts, there was Ray J. A young vet- 
eran in this genre, Ray J’s style brings 
back something fresh, filling a void 
that he left from his last two albums, 
and hits us with his newfound inspi- 
ration for the genre. 

With his first single “One Wish” 
banging up the R&B charts, the 
singer who claims he does it all— 
raps, sings and embraces music as 
a whole—proves he can bring it. 
The opening club banger “Keep 
Sweating,” featuring rap heavyweight 
Fat Joe, as well as the Timbaland pro- 
duced “Unbelievable,” make it appar- 
ent that the soul-singer/actor has 
matured from his last album, This 
Ain’t a Game. Rhyming with growth 
and a vengeance on those two tracks, 
J proves that he has solidified his 
reputation as being a well-rounded 
lyricist. 

Most notably, the collaborations 
on the album elevate the versatility 
Raydation has to offer. The provoca- 
tively charged cut “Sexy,” featuring 
Mya, stands out for its great instru- 
mentals and is clearly geared at his 
adoring female fans. Also, a contri- 
bution by sister Brandy on the duet 
“War is Over” shakes up the album. 
With track names like “Melody,” 
“Exotic” and “In the Mood,” a poor 
choice of titles might be the only 
flaw left by Ray J on the album. 
Nevertheless, the great beats and 
lyrics makes Raydiation Ray J’s best 
album to date. 


Get Inspired! 
Attend a FREE Seminar 


All brown bag seminars take place at CaPS, 
2-100 SUB. There is no need to pre-register and all 


seminars are FREE. 


Making career fairs and career forums 


work for you! 


Friday, Jan. 13, 12:05 to 12:50 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 26, 12:35 to 1:20 p.m. 


Earn while you learn: Part-time work for 


students on campus 


Monday, Jan. 16, 12:05 to 12:50 p.m. 
Your life story in 500 words or less: 
Writing a personal statement 
Tuesday, Jan. 17, 12:35 to 1:20 p.m. 


Tips for planning your summer vocation 
Monday, Jan. 23, 12:05 to 12:50 p.m. 


The armchair guide to finding work on the 


web 


Wednesday, Jan. 25, 12:05 to 12:50 p.m. 
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From classroom to career: a P Sworks! 


Career acct Macmment Services 


because 


492-8677 


Die MH 


For help or to help out: 
Lower fevel of SUB (suite 040 J) 


foodbank@su.ualberta.ca 
www.su.ualberta.ca/foodbank 
Confidentiality Assured 


Feeding your body is just as important 


as feeding your mind. 
If you are in need, we can help. 
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Wartime drama never felt so right 


MrsHenderson Presents 
Directed By Stephen Frears 

Starring Judi Dench, Bob Hoskins, Wil 
Young, Kelly Reilly and 

Christopher Guest 

Opens 13January 2006 


EDMON ROTEA 
Arts & Entertainment Staff 


These days, North American movie- 
goers have often lacked the oppor- 
tunity to watch the light-hearted 
and witty British comedies that 
have entertained our English cous- 
ins for decades. Fortunately, motion 
picture distributors have answered 
the prayers of film lovers, and now 
that films from the UK are making 
it overseas faster than ever, the new 
comedy Mrs Henderson Presents 
will finally be enjoyed by audiences 
everywhere. 

Mrs Henderson Presents tells 
the story of a wealthy English 
widow during the late 1930s, Laura 
Henderson; a character skillfully 
played by Dame Judi Dench, an actress 
best known to North American audi- 
ences for her recent role in Pride & 
Prejudice and as James Bond’s boss 
“M” in the Brosnan films. Laura 
Henderson’s_ character represents 
the typical archetype of the wealthy 
English widow: she may seem cold, 
rude, ignorant and eccentric at 
first, but at the core, she’s a loving 
kind-hearted woman with noble 
intentions. 


In a certain sense, the 
Windmill works as 
its own little world, 
an environment that 
in itself tells the story 
of wartime Britain 

as much as the world 
outside it. 


With the recent loss of her hus- 
band, coupled with the loss of her 
son in WWI, Laura Henderson is left 
to live a lonely existence that lacks 
drama, action and adventure. She 
refuses to be relegated and restrained 
by the daily activities that are char- 
acteristic of a wealthy widow her 
age, especially activities such as knit- 
ting or committee work for chari- 
table institutions. Instead, Henderson 
encounters the abandoned Windmill 
Theatre playhouse in London’s down- 
town Westside—and makes the risky 
decision to purchase and restore the 
theatre to its former glory. 

However, Henderson’s must con- 
tend with the efforts of her bitter and 
reluctant stage manager, Vivian Van 
Damm (Bob Hoskins), a cautious 
control freak who is always conflict- 
ing with Henderson’s character and 


her radical—perhaps controversial— 
ideas. Her initial idea includes run- 
ning continuous, back-to-back revues 
several times a day—an idea that ini- 
tially leads to sold-out audiences, but 
is later copied by surrounding the- 
atres, leading to audiences of empty 
seats. 

In order to rejuvenate ticket sales, 
Henderson makes the decision to 
do what no English theatre has done 
before: have revues rich with fron- 
tal nudity. But Henderson must deal 
with Lord Cromer (Christopher 
Guest), a local politician who limits 
the on-stage movement of the nude 
actresses to artsy-like stationary 
poses. However, the nude-filled 
revues become a hit with male- 
dominated audiences, especially with 
curvaceous buxom bosom _beau- 
ties like Maureen (Kelly Reilly) and 
the rest of the showgirls gracing the 
stage. 

But all of a sudden, war breaks out 
and havoc erupts in the streets in 
London, and the future existence of 
the Windmill Theatre becomes ques- 
tionable especially with German air 
raids continually bombing the city. 

Mrs Henderson Presents is a touch- 
ing story about optimism, courage 
and hope—not just for Henderson, 


Damm, or the young showgirls— 
and it’s also about maintaining the 
unbreakable English spirit in spite of 
the terrors of the German bombings, 
the heavy war casualties, and the 
physical and emotional chaos of the 
outside world. 

Thus, the Windmill Theatre acts as 
a refuge for the characters and audi- 
ences—one that not only provides 
entertainment, but also protection, 
happiness and hope for those occupy 
it. In a certain sense, the Windmill 
works as its own little world, an envi- 
ronment that in itself tells the story of 
wartime Britain as much as the world 
outside it. 

The Windmill Theatre is also very 
inviting on the inside, providing a 
rich visual experience for the both of 
the audiences. Movie lovers—espe- 
cially those who are theatre fans as 
well—will be thrilled by the visuals, 
music, and hilarious performances 
as they watch the films numerous 
onstage revues on the silver screen. 
Like the stage shows found through- 
out Mrs Henderson Presents, the film 
itself is also full of drama, humour 
and adventure, as well as being 
in itself a tragic love story—one 
that will satisfy both film and live 
theatregoers. 


Marjorie Fair 
SelfHelp Serenade 
Capitol Records 
www.marjoriefaircom 


JULIA DAVIS 
Arts & Entertainment Writer 


Self Help Serenade, the debut album 
from Marjorie Fair, can be consid- 
ered a rose among first-album thorns. 
Vocalist and guitarist Evan Slamka 
heads the band, and accompanied by 
Dain Luscombe on keys, Scott Lord 
on bass and Mike Delisa playing the 
drums, they've managed to produce 
an above average record. 

Upon first listen, the album fills the 
body with feelings of repose and tran- 
quility; the smooth vocals, and sooth- 
ing organic key and guitar melodies 
bring almost a euphoric peace. As one 
becomes more familiar with Self Help 
Serenade, the music seems to generate 
an increasing impact on listeners. The 
harmony is calm, almost poignant on 


some tracks; the vocals suggest trag- 
edy in lines such as “they found him 
by the highway side / with blood- 
stained boots and glass in his eye,” 
which appear in the song “Halfway 
House.” While Slamka’s lyrics lean 
toward misfortune and heartbreak, he 
is also clear on the fact that there will 
be a better tomorrow. 

First released in the UK in 2004, 
Self Help Serenade was a hit overseas 
and was released just over a year later 
in the US. With radio friendly tracks 
such as the bands first single “Empty 
Room” and “Waves,” Marjorie Fair is 
sure to make an impact on both the 
mainstream and indie scenes in the 
US and Canada alike. 


If you completed school at least 3 months ago 
and are not EI eligible, discover how to: 


* connect to an employer 
* obtain advanced skill development 
* gain leadership potential 


MOVIE POSTER SHOP 
10% discount with this ad 


Music Posters 
Ready-made Frames 
$126 Gateway Blivd 


ASD=D4AOS 


gq ( 


RY THURSDAY AT 5PM. 
04 SUB 


SUPPLEMENTARY 
BURSARY DEADLINE 


Applications are due at 
Midnight on January 16th 


Applications are available at 
www.uofaweb.ualberta.ca/ubef 


To drop off supporting documents or if you 
have any questions in regards to eligibility 
criteria, please visit or contact our office. 


'C 
2 


Your education, your money — 
start asking questions 


SFAIC 


Student Financial Aid 
Information Centre 


STUDENT FINANCIAL RESOURCES CENTRE 
1-80 SUB | 492.3483 
Monday to Friday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 


Hiss 
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Believe it or not, you can still volunteer for 
Gateway A&E. “But the year is halfway over,” 
youre likely thinking. At Gateway A&E, we like 
to look at the year as half full. It’s that kind of 


rinking that makes you Gateway material. 


cakes £24Arvs tan 


GATEWAY A&E: 


Still cool in the second term since 1910. 


Students’ Union Building 
UofA 
492-2592 


7 TRAVEL CUTS 


See the world your way 


www.travelcuts.com 


Hoodwinked straddles line between fun and suck 


Hoodwinked 

Directed by Cory and Todd Edwards 
Starring Glenn Close,Anne Hathaway, 
James Belushi and Patrick Warburton 
Opens 13January 


DANA KOMPERDO 


Arts & Entertainment Writer 


Thanks to Disney, the traditional fairy 
tales have, in one form or another, 
been made into movies, complete with 
straight-to-video sequels—so what's 
left? Production companies could get 
creative and actually come up with 
a new story, flush with moral lessons 
and talking inanimate objects, or, in a 
much easier move, they could twist a 
classic fairy tale into a slightly bastard- 
ized version of itself, a move that can 
be successful, but more often than not 
delivers mixed results. 

That is just what directors and writ- 
ers Cory and Todd Edwards did with 
their animated comedy Hoodwinked. 
Loosely based on the Little Red Riding 
Hood story, this version follows Red 
(Anne Hathaway), as her friends call 
her, as she is being interrogated by 
Detective Flippers and the rest of the 
forest police. Her grandmother's (Glenn 
Close) house has just been broken into, 
and as a rash of recipe thefts have taken 
place in the forest (yes, recipe thefts), 
the forest 5-0 are thinking that the so- 
called “goody bandit” is set to strike 
again. 

A staggering number of forest dwell- 
ers apparently rely on their recipes 
for their livelihood, because before 
long “out of business signs” are being 
pounded into lawns and “closed” signs 
are flicked on. All the big players are 
potential suspects: Granny, potentially 
trying to gain a treat monopoly in the 
forest economy, the maniacal woods- 
man, Red herself, or the most obvious 


suspect, the Big Bad Wolf, who has his 
bigness, badness and very wolfiness 
working against him. But he has his 
own side of the story, and after flash- 
backs show the story from the point of 
view of each suspect, the story unfolds 
to reveal who the real recipe bandit is, 
a not-so-surprising revelation if you've 
been paying attention. The anticipated 
ending plays out, and of course every- 
one learns their respective lesson and 
has an emotional moment—this is pri- 
marily children’s movie after all. 
Despite adding a new twist to an old 
story, Hoodwinked remains not only 
teetering on the side of contrived in the 
overall story, but also reserved in imag- 
ination in where it takes the revamped 
parts of the tale. But don’t let this hold 
you back from going to see it; despite 
its predictability, the movie is a well- 
executed effort and a great choice even 
for older audiences, assuming they're 


willing to relive a bit of their child- 
hood. 

A warning, though, to the faint of 
heart and those who are less in touch 
with their inner child: there is sing- 
ing involved in this film. The songs 
aren't awful, but theyre enough like 
Pocahontas to make it uncomfortable 
for more than a few minutes. They're 
the kind of songs that will make you 
cringe in embarrassment for those 
around you, but not rousing enough to 
make the eight children sitting behind 
you start dancing and trying to sing 
along in their high-pitched voices. 

Hoodwinked is a funny, upbeat film, 
even though it doesn’t stray far from 
its animated predecessors. If you can 
withstand the “cuteness” that comes 
with animated hijinks, Hoodwinked 
lands squarely in the animated middle 
ground: not the most original of cre- 
ations, but still a funny, watchable film. 


Gold Key Society 
Recognition Award 


The Students’ Union Gold Key Award was created by the Students’ Union 
President Tevie Miller in 1950 and is intended to recognize the best on cam- 
pus; those who contribute most to making the University of Alberta a better 
place through their outstanding work in extra-curricular activities. This 
honour is bestowed on those people who contribute greatly to the campus 
community. 


All members of the campus community are eligible for the award with the 
exception of the Students’ Union Executive. The Gold Key Awards Com- 
mittee shall have the discretion to award a number of Gold Key Recogni- 
tion Awards. Notwithstanding other involvements, participation in Student 
Government, Volunteer Activities, Student Organizations, Student Services, 
and Community Involvement may be considered. 


Application deadline is January 25, 2006 
Applications available at all Info Booths, Faculty Offices, 
2-900 SUB and online at www.su.ualberta.calawards 


For more information contact 
492-4936 or ea@su.ualberta.ca 
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By Sarah Howard 


The Campus 


(Bishop's University) 


CI 


References 


volunteer 
experience 


lowing 


‘Application frorr form 


It’s that time of year again, when third- and fourth- (or fifth- and sixth-) year 
students begin to feel the pressure that inevitably accompanies reflections on 


their impending graduation. While a lucky few will do some travelling and 
some will begin to busy themselves in “adult” occupations, more and more 


students will prolong their university careers by going to grad school. 


LENNOXVILLE, QC (CUP)—Mulling over how the semesters 
flew by, and logically inferring that the next one will go by 
just as fast, now seems the ideal time for those planning to 
attend grad school who haven't actually submitted applica- 
tions. It might not be too late. For those at least a year away 
from graduating, it is the perfect time to begin researching 
potential programs and the somewhat daunting application 
procedures. Believe me, you'll thank yourself for your fore- 
thought when you find yourself passing on an intermediary 
job in office administration/retail/food service in order to 
conduct some obscure research and establish yourself as an 
expert in some equally obscure field of study. That is, assum- 
ing you get accepted ... 


So what, and who, does make the cut? 
According to Julie Vaillancourt, Bishop’s Career and 
Employment Counsellor, that isn’t a simple question to 


answer. 


First, it’s important to realize that standards for selection can 


vary significantly from school to school. That said, stellar tran- 
scripts, high-quality and relevant undergraduate coursework, 
glowing recommendation letters, a savvy letter of intent, a 
superb writing sample and off-the-chart GRE/GMAT/LSAT/ 
MCAT scores will, obviously, clinch the deal. But for those 
who aren't sure what “GMAT” means, or whether acronyms 
and their identification will constitute a certain percentage of 
the GMAT’s questions, the following is hopefully a helpful 
breakdown. 


Transcripts are your academic records—the Richter scale of 
your academic performance. Obviously, the higher the num- 
bers found on them are, the better. While there is no stan- 
dard formula of admissions for all universities, it’s a safe bet 
that most schools will definitely take the Grade Point Average 
(GPA) into consideration first. The good news is that most 
schools don’t believe the GPA to be a sole indicator of a student's 
performance. If you're someone whose grades are decent but 
perhaps not the most boast worthy, volunteer experience, rel- 
evant work experience, and community and extracurricular 
involvement could tip the scale in your favour. 


continued on the next page 
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The GRE, GMAT, LSAT, and MCAT are tests administered in order 
to evaluate your potential performance in regards to a specific 
field. The Graduate Records Exam (GRE), Graduate Management 
Admissions Test (GMAT), Law School Admissions Test (LSAT) and 
Medical College Admissions Test (MCAT) are ones that you cannot, 
I repeat, cannot wing. Besides being extremely expensive to write 
(a GRE will run you $140US), most require you to take a course in 
order to be properly prepared to sit them. As well, although you can 
take the test more than once, any scores you receive ever are listed 
on your transcripts. There are a host of places to find practice exams, 


The goo d news is that most and the Academic Guidance Centre can provide a list of test dates 
rs and testing centres, so take advantage. é 
schools don’t believe the GPA to 
. “ = Letters of recommendation are almost always required. While many 
be a sole indicator of a student’s schools stipulate how many letters they would like from faculty 


9 members, and how many they’d like to be written by work super- 
performance. If you re someone visors or personal acquaintances, it’s important to choose people 


whose grades are de cent but who have known you in a few contexts—as a student, a member 
of a committee, et cetera. Picking someone articulate who can write 

perhaps not the most boast can't hurt either, 

worthy, volunteer experience, A high quality personal statement or letter of recommendation is a 


staple of grad school application packages. Written by you, the can- 


relevant work experience, and didate, it should include the program youre applying to, what you 


community and extracurricular hope to get out of it, possible career paths youre considering, spe- 
cific faculty members or research projects that attracted you to the 
involvement could tip the scale in institution, work, internship, or volunteering experience, and any- 
thing else that might distinguish you from the thousands of other 

your favour. applicants. 


A writing sample is also a common requirement. This would be an 
essay, or section of an essay, that you wrote in your undergraduate 
career. It doesn’t necessarily have to be an Honours Thesis. However, 
individual schools will stipulate the type and length of writing they 
wish to see. Don’t stray from their requirements in an attempt to be 
creative. You'll just indicate to them that you can’t follow the sim- 
plest of directions. Either that or you just can’t read. 


These are the bare minimum. Many programs will require additional 
materials, so it’s important that if youre positive that grad school 
is for you, you don't dally getting your application in. Vaillancourt 
recommends ideally establishing a timeline that works for you and 
spans over a year (seven to eight months at the least) before your 
graduation. Your timeline should include all the steps you need to 
take such as scheduling and writing exams by preferably the fall or 
summer preceding the application deadline, asking for recommen- 
dations and transcripts well ahead of time, and starting a personal 
statement early on in the game. 


But for those who, in light of the above advice, are beginning to 
panic, don’t. Nothing is final. Vaillancourt suggests applying to 
several schools: some highly competitive ones, some middle-tier 
schools, and a few safer bets. That said, beating the last minute 
rush and applying earlier than other candidates could work in your 
favour, as most admissions offices evaluate applications as they come 
in. Try to gain practical experiences directly related to your targeted 
field of study in the form of volunteer or work experience, summer 
internships, and on-campus research projects. This advice is appli- 
cable befite applying to, and possibly after getting refused admis- 
sion to, graduate school. If the latter situation just happens to be 
your case, Vaillancourt suggests obtaining an intermediate degree of 
other credential to help boost your GPA and then reapplying. 


“Try and try again,” she says. “Remember that it’s a combination of 
factors that will determine whether you make the cut.” 

Of course, as she explains, the most important thing is to “make 
your last two years count.” a 


THE GATEWAY «+ volume XCVI number 26 


CLASSIFIEDS QO 


To place aclassified ad, please go 
towww.campusclassifieds.ca 


FOR RENT 


Looking for a place to live? Check out www. 
rentingspaces.ca to find your next home! 
Hundreds of current listings throughout 
Edmonton. A service of your Students’ Union. 
Newly reno'd goosq ft 2-bdrm home near 
U of A and Whyte. Rents for $850/month+ 
utilities; 4. appliances; 717-7942. 

1-bdrm downtown loft; direct LRT/bus 
connection. 6 app; new laminate flr; small 
pets only. $875/mth, $500 SD. Ph. 893-3333. 
LOFT downtown. $750/mo. Beautifully 
finished, red brick, mosaic tiling. 497-8632. 
loft1o3z09@yahoo.ca. 


Spring break South Padre Island, Texas. 2/1 
condo located 1/4 block to beach and walking 
distance to restaurants and entertainment 
district. $12z00/week USD. (956) 299-0194. 
PARKING SPOT - walk to U of A from 109st - 
82ave. $25/mo. Call Mike 893-5067. 


Room in spacious and clean bungalow 
in Riverbend with direct bus to U of A 
outside the door. $350 per month + utilities. 
ckrupa@ualberta.ca. 


SERVICE 


FREE HAIRCUTS. Haircut models required for 
downtown salon and spa. Please call Avanti at 
482-2396. 

Ethical editing. Professional editing, proofing 
and advisory consulting services. Designed 
to assist student writers with guidance to 
research, shape and complete quality term 
essays, undergraduate final written projects, 
thesis projects and dissertations. 13 years 
experience. U of A graduate. references 
available. Confidentiality assured. Call Linda 
direct at 490-8889. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Red Deer College in Kenya. 1-30 May, 2006. 
Maasai Mara Tsavo National Park, Indian Ocean 
Coast. Principles of ecology and/or indigenous 
and cultural minorities in the modern world. 
www.rdc.ab.ca. (403) 342-3504. 


hours. Applicant must possess excellent 
communication and customer service skills. 
Reception experience an asset but not 
required. E-mail resumé to kristens@rivervall 
eyhealth.com. 


Karma Tashi Ling Tibetan Buddhist Centre, 
Lama Ani Kunsang resident teacher, invites 
students and staff to Buddhist meditation 
practice Weds 7pm, 10502 70 ave, 633-6157. 


ASL sign language class level one begins 7 
January, 2006 for twelve weeks. Tuesdays, 
6:30-9:30pm. Contact Specialized Support 
& Disability Services, U of A, 492-3381, 2-800 
SUB for more information. 


PIT personal care aide needed for 22/f quad, 

Southgate area, training provided, $12/hr, Call 
Lisa 425-5450. 
Alta Care Resources is looking for Crisis 
Intervention Workers to work 1:1 with youth. 
You must have 2 years post-secondary or 
experience and a reliable vehicle. Starts at 
$13/hr. E-mail brandis@telus.net or visit www. 
altacareresources.com. 


ASL sign language class level two begins 19 
January, 2006 for twelve weeks, Wednesdays, 
6:30—9:30pm. Contact Specialized Support 
& Disability Services, U of A, 492-3381, 2-800 
SUB for more information. 


EMPLOYMENT - FULL TIME 


Independent Advocacy provides service for 
adults w/ developmental disabilites. Require 
caring profess for flt and p/t work, various 
shifts. Duties incl assist w/ personal care, 
transferring, light house keeping, meal prep 
and community access. Reg shifts are 4 on 
4 off rotation. Staff are placed in various 
locations depending on avail openings. 
Requirements: current std 1st aid, police and 
child welfare checks. $11.84—$12.84 Apply by 
fax 454-8522 or e-mail. 


EMPLOYMENT - PART TIME 


RA Malatest & Associates Ltd, Western 
Canada’s largest independent research firm, 
requires part-time interviewers. Absolutely 
no sales involved. French an asset. Flexible 
schedule, good forstudents.Over$g9.5o/hour+ 
bonuses. Send resumé toj.parslow@malatest. 
com or fax 780-448-9047. 

Childcare providers needed for Boys 5 & Girls 
Clubs of Edm. Help needed in West Edm. and/ 
or North Edm. Si1o/hr, 3hrs/wk per site. For 
details www.boysandgirls.ab.ca or 481-1235. 
PIT receptionist required for sports 
chiropractic clinic. Campus location, flexible 
hours, competitive wages and f/t summer 


INA SULATYCKI 


LOST AND FOUND 


Missing gold chain with crucifix, last seen 
between Phys Ed Building and bus terminal. 
Has great sentimental value. Reward if found. 
Call Steve at 433-5018. 


____ PERSONALS 


it's Party Time! Dial: 44-PARTY Ads. Jokes, 
stories and MORE! Free Local Call. 18+ Ladies- 
always free! Guys from 5¢/minute! 1st time 
callers get free trial with ad code: 4283. Meet 
new people ... make new friends. Try it NOW! 
(780) 44-PARTY. 


Free iPod after 10th date. (Nano only.) Hi, there. 
Thanks for checking me out.|'mnot sure exactly 
what you'd like to know about me, so below is 
a list of qualities that I’ve identified in myself 
over the years. It should more or less cover any 
questions you might have: | have a somewhat 
bizarre, Letterman-esque sense of humour. | 
likes them animals. | do yoga. | get worked up 
over politics and injustice. I'm caffeine-free. | like 
pretending to speak French, and sometimes 
hip-hop, too, yo. My spelling and grammar are 
excellent. | have good earning potential. | have 
nice shoes. | can probably fix your computer. | 
floss twice daily. | make the best mac ‘n cheese 
ever. (The secret is taco sauce. Unfortunately, 
| eat healthy now, so | don't really make 
this anymore ..) I'm photogenic, thanks to 
Photoshop. I'm really good at hiding Easter 
eggs.| might be charming. If you are interested, 
e-mail slackertaxi@gmail.com 


GATEWAY ILLUSTRAIONS 


Interested? E-mail iris@gateway.ualberta.ca 


OUR NORTH AMERICA 
“From Turtle Island 


to the Security 
and Prosperity Partnership” 


aN 


NEW ISSUES: DEMOCRATIC DEFICIT IN 
NORTH AMERICA? 


DATE: 


January 12, 2006, 
SPEAKERS: 
Dr. Laura MacDonald, 
Carleton University 
Dr. John Foster, North South Institute 
Tory Basement 95, UofA 
Free Admission 


3:30-5:00pm 


THE EIGHTH OF 14 PANEL DISCUSSIONS FROM SEPT O05 - APRIL OG 
OFFERED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 


Hie YEE we 


PACWEEE OF 


GRTS 


Aping| 


Tus Uxeweusery 
af Averare Passe 


THe Gareway Ai 


Henmtecownes wd Resanrens hema & 
te Crna Carin, Cea Pa series ae aetn 


ied 


YOUR GROUP PLAN FOR STUDENT HEALTH 


The most painful 
part of a dental 
visit is the bill 

$500 GEMM Ie eee 


please consult your Health & Dental Plan Reference Guide or 
visit www.studentcare.net for complete coverage details. 


Change-of-Coverage Period 
Tf you’re a new student starting in January, you can enrol yourself, your spouse 
and/or dependants between Jan. 9 - 27, 2006. 


GSA HEALTH & DENTAL PLAN 


2005 / 2006 


University of Alberta 
Graduate Students’ Association 


WWW.STUDENTCARE.NET 
Take Good Care 


www.studentcare.net 
Toll-free: 1 866 795-4430 
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THE BLOWIE SHOW by Chris Jung 


SO YOU ARE AN INSOMNIAC ANP 
YOU BITE YOUR NAILS? z SO YOU CREAM ABOUT A RIVER 


OF CHOCOLATE? 


YOU WANNA 
| FUCK YOUR 


Dj 


iz ~ 
CALI IY 


i's showtime... 


Sy 


PROLIX TACT by Paul Cartledge 


PISTE Ose too teat 


Is my diction Se 
words te express 


extemporanéou $ 
thf my clarety i$ 
lost m a sea 
& ms UN qe 
verraculer? 


how to avoid 
waiting In 
10 lines for 
1 answer 


The Academic Guidance Centre 


is here to help you with all aspects of your academic career, including dates and deadlines, 
course information, examinations, student services, and much more! 


0-26 SUB | 9Yam'- 4:30pm | 492.4086 
CSD@su.ualberta.ca | www.su.ualberta.ca/csd 


you've got questions. we've got answers. SD: 


development 
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LOGIC PUZZLE by Scott C Bourgeois 
I'm totally ceady dor 
Kea TERMA ORIENTATION! O¥ay, Vicsk & at there's no 
such +hing 45 SEcCo 8D TERM 


XO SPRIENTATION. Secondly, 
an cohy ase You deessed Vike 
Oo grate? You're 
an ARTS student, 
nor an 
ENGINEER! 


EVERYDAY OSAMA by Chris O'Leary & Iris Tse 


understand our lives 


| personally find that 1. ( \ [ 
*so* po-mo. ca 
BTW: | would like ee f 00°, L 
to invite everyone 
to read my blog 


about 11th ~ 
century norse %\ Gawd. What 
literature a douche! x 


you little bastards think you "he was a good "which is all fine and dandy i suppose..." 


: Well, first we have to definé 
¥) Ss 3 
»ort So, what is arts? i . ourselves and by virtue ee 


g? PERS 
Oe ae) 


First day of school 
aka 1/11 


LIRIS & CHRIS 


DEBRIS by Quinn Furey 


“unless the O'Reilly brothers are smuggling their PCP in 
got it all sorted out, don't ye? kid with honest the latest batch" 
well, let me tell you a little church-goin' 
story ‘bout little Jimmy folks. 
McMasters and the but that child 
tragedy that befell him had a demon... Celeer blog if ptectaims 
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STEP I: BUILD A TIME MACHINE STEP 2: TRAVEL BACK IN TIME AND START A MYTH THAT STEP 3: SWEET, SWEET, TIGER SOUP 
TIGER MEAT HAS MAGICAL HEALING PROPERTIES 
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Do you want to volunteer for the Gateway? 


We welcome all interested writers, photographers and THE G ATEWAY 


illustrators. No experience necessary. 


Having more fun than you since 1910 


New volunteer meeting: 5pm, Friday, 27 January. Room 
3-06 SUB. 


